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The pa pers of  R ichard J . J ensen w ere de posited i n t he A rchives of  Labor a nd Urban A ffairs fro m 
September of 1978 until July of 1982 and were opened for research in October of 1984. 

Richard Jensen collected material on di ssident movements within the United Mine Workers of America 
(UMW) and the United Steel Workers of America (USW).  
In 1974 while at Indiana University, he completed his Ph.D. dissertation entitled "Rebellion in the United 
Mine Workers: The Miners for Democracy, 1970-1972". 

The M iners f or D emocracy (MFD) w as or ganized in A pril 1 970 i n C larksville, Pennsylvania, t hree 
months after the murder of Joseph "Jock" Yablonski and five months after his unsuccessful campaign 
against W. A. Boyle for t he presidency of  the UMW. The MFD attempted to reform the UMW from 
within and worked to improve safety conditions and health benefits for all miners. 

In April 1972, the 1969 election of Boyle to the UMW presidency was overturned by a federal judge on the 
grounds of massive vote fraud and a new election was ordered. The MFD ran Arnold Miller for president, 
Mike T rbovich for vice-president, and H arry P atrick for s ecretary-treasurer; i n D ecember 1 972, 
the MFD slate won. 

In February 1973, Sam Evett, with the endorsement of the USW administration, defeated Ed Sadlowski, a 
reform candidate, for the position of director of the USW District 31. Sadlowski charged Evett with vote fraud 
and ot her election irregularities a nd in  mid -1974 a f ederal j udge t hrew ou t t he 1973 r esults a nd 
ordered a n ew e lection f or November 1 974. In t his election, S adlowski defeated Evett f or t he 
directorship of District 31. 

The papers of Richard J. Jensen document the rise of dissident movements in the UMW and USW and their 
efforts to challenge the union leadership in union elections and on other issues. 

The Archives also houses the Miners for Democracy Collection. 

Important subjects covered in this collection are: 

Health and Safety in Mines UMW Contract Negotiations, 1974 
Murder of Joseph "Jock" Yablonski       UMW Elections, 1969, 1972 
Strip Mining USW District 31 Elections, 1974 

Among the important correspondents are: 

Ken Hechler Arnold Miller 
Edgar James Ward Sinclair 

An index to subjects and correspondents will be found on p. 4. 
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Contents 

1/2 manuscript box 

Series I, Dissident Movements, 1968-1975, Box 1: 
Correspondence, leaflets, clippings an d o ther m aterial co llected b y Richard Jensen w hile doi ng 
work on his Ph.D. dissertation on the United Mine Workers. Included in this series is information 
on t he 1969  a nd 1972 e lections f or president of  the U MW, c orruption i n t he U MW, the 
murder of Joseph "Jock" Yablonski, the 1974 contract negotiations between the UMW and the Coal 
Operators' Association, strip mining in the coal fields, and health and safety in mines. This series also 
contains s ome information on E d S adlowski's e lection t o t he di rectorship of  D istrict 31  
of the USW in 1974. 

Non-manuscript material: 
Approximately 15 issues of Miner's Voice, originally the 
newspaper of the Committee for Miner's Rights and later, 
of Miners for Democracy, and one National Bituminous Coal 
Wage Agreement from 1971 have been placed in the Archives 
Library. 
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Series I 
Dissident Movements, 1968-1975 

Box 1 

Correspondence, leaflets, clippings and other material collected by Richard Jensen while doing work on his 
Ph.D. dissertation on the United Mine Workers. Included in this series is information on the 1969 and 1972 
elections for president of the UMW, corruption in the UMW, the murder of Joseph "Jock" Yablonski, the 
1974 contract negotiations between the UMW and the Bituminous Coal Operators' Association, strip mining 
in the coal fields, and health and safety in the coal mines. This series also contains information on Ed 
Sadlowski's election to the directorship of District 31 of the United Steel Workers in 1974. T his series is 
arranged alphabetically by subject or by type of material. 

Box 1 

1. United Mine Workers, Contract Negotiations, 1974 
2. United Mine Workers, Correspondence, 1973-74 

3-4.  United Mine Workers, Elections, 1969, 1972 
 

5. United Mine Workers, Newspaper, 1971 
6. Untied Mine Workers, Speeches and Press Releases, 1968-71 
7. United Steel Workers, Correspondence, 1975 

8-9. United Steel Workers, Elections, 1973-1974 
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Index to Subjects and Correspondence 
(correspondence is indicated by an asterisk) 

Bank, Rick, 1:1 
Bituminous Coal Operators' Association, 1:1, 1:4 
Boyle, W. A., 1:3-4, 1:6 
Brown, Elmer, 1:3 
Corruption: in UMW, 1:3-4, 1:6; in USW, 1:8-9 
Evett, Sam, 1:8-9 
Health and Safety, 1:3-4, 1:6 
Hechler, Ken, 1:6 
*Hechler, Ken, 1:2 
*James, Edgar, 1;2 
Miller, Arnold, 1:1, 1:4 
*Miller, Arnold, 1;2 
Miners for Democracy, 1:2, 1:4 
Patrick, Harry, 1:1, 1:4Pension, 1:1, 1:4 
Sadlowski, Ed, 1:8-9 
*Sinclair, Ward, 1:2 
Strip Mining, 1:5 
Trbovich, Mike, 1:4 
Unemployment, 1:1, 1:9 
Wages, 1:1, 1:3-4, 1:9 
Yablonski, Joseph "Chip", 1:1 
Yablonski, Joseph "Jock", 1:3, 1:6 


