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The papers of UAW Local 870 were placed in the Archives of Labor and Urban
Affairs in May of 1971 by Ben Tyra, a member of the local, and were opened
for research in April of 1985.

UAW Local 870 was established at the Ford plant in Dallas, Texas, in mid-
1941, the site of considerable anti-union violence in the late 1930s.  The
local was an original member of the Dallas CIO Industrial Union Council, be-
gun in May 1942, and joined the State CIO Industrial Union Council the follow-
ing year.

Local 870 was part of the UAW Region 5, and was affiliated with the National
Ford Council through UAW Sub-Council 7.

Ford closed the Dallas plant in February 1970, and the assembly plant unit of
the local was disbanded. However, Ford workers involved in the parts units
continued to be represented by the local.

Local 870 was very active on behalf of its members, especially during the 1940s
and 1950s. The documents in this collection closely reflect this activity in
the correspondence and minutes dealing with seniority, job classification, com-
pensation and other grievance matters. There are also some materials relating
to the local, county and state CIO councils and to UAW Sub-Council 7 and the
National Ford Council and Ford Department.
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Important subjects covered in the collection are:

Ford umpire decisions, 1941-1955 Strike funds and strike votes, 1941-1969
Grievance materials, 1939-1960 Unemployment compensation, 1941-1955
Job classification, 1941-1969 UAW Region 5, 1941-1954
Political Action Committees, 1941-1960 Veterans' job rights, 1941-1950
Seniority, 1941-1955 Wages and wage rates, 1941-1955

Among the important correspondents are:

Addes, George Mazey, FmLl
Bannon, Ken McKee, John
Crittenden, G.M. Murray, Philip
Jenkins, L.W. Reuther, Victor
Leonard, Richard T. Reuther, Walter P.
Letner, Russell Rowe, Stanley A.
Livingston, John W. Thomas, R.J.

An index to subjects and correspondents will be found on p. 7.
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Contents

12 manuscript boxes

Series I, General Files, 1939-1969, Boxes 1-11:
Correspondence, by-laws, agreements, financial data, meeting notices and
minutes, resolutions, election, compensation and grievance materials.
Subjects of interest include job classification, seniority, unemployment
and workmen's compensation, wage rates, employment practices and other
grievance claims from the early 1940s through the mid-1950s.

Series II, UAW and CIO Materials, 1942-1954, Boxes 11-12:
Correspondence, minutes, by-laws and constitutions, financial reports
and wage schedules. Included are materials from the Dallas CIO city,
county and Texas state industrial union councils, and UAW Sub-Council 7,
the National Ford Council and the National Ford Department.

Non-manuscript Material:

Two 8"xl0" black and white photographs
and one 3"x5" black and white photograph
were placed in the Archives Audio-Visual
Collection.
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Series I
General Files, 1939-1969

Boxes 1-11

Correspondence, by-laws, agreements, financial data, meeting notices and minutes,
resolutions, election, compensation and grievance materials which document the
daily functioning of this local particularly from the early 1940s through the
mid-1950s. Some of the subjects most often discussed and disputed in the corres-
pondence and the minutes are job classification and wage rates; unemployment,
veterans and workmen's compensation; and seniority, employment practices, work-
ing conditions and other grievance matters. Materials are arranged alphabetically
and then chronologically.

Box 1

1-2. Agreements; Working conditions, 1941-55
3-4. Annual reports; Federal, 1948-66
5-6. Annual reports; State, 1943-69
7-8. By-laws, 1947-53 & n.d.
9-13. Compensation claims and materials, 1941-61
14-15. Correspondence: Addes, George, 1941-42

Box 2

1-4. Correspondence; Addes, George, 1943-47
5. Correspondence; "A", 1942-49

6-11. Correspondence; Bannon, Ken, 1947-54
12. Correspondence; "B", 1941-52

13-16. Correspondence; Crittenden, G.M., 1951-53 & Sep 1961
17. Correspondence; "C", 1941-51

Box 3

1. Correspondence; DeLouis, Baron, 1949-51
2. Correspondence; "D" & "E", 1946-54
3. Correspondence; "F", 1941-51 & n.d.
4. Correspondence; Garst, Delmond, 1940-42
5. Correspondence; "G", 1942-56
6. Correspondence; "H", 1942-55

7-8. Correspondence; Jenkins, L.W., May 1944, 1950-51
9. Correspondence; Jessee, C.F., 1941-50
10. Correspondence; "J" & "K", 1948-54

11-13. Correspondence; Leonard, Richard T., 1942-47
14. Correspondence; Letner, Russell, 1943-52

15-16. Correspondence; Livingston, John W., 1942-50
17. Correspondence; Local 870, 1941-46, Jul 1956 & n.d.
18. Correspondence; Locals, other, 1944-46
19. Correspondence; "L", 1941-50 & n.d.
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Box 4

1. Correspondence; Mazey, Emil, 1941-56
2-5. Correspondence; McKee, John, 1943-56
6. Correspondence; Murray, Philip, 1942-49
7. Correspondence; "M", 1941-51
8. Correspondence; "N" & "0", 1941-56 & n.d.
9. Correspondence; Pody, Leon, 1943-47
10. Correspondence; "P", 1942-51
11. Correspondence; Reuther, Victor, 1944-49

12-13. Correspondence; Reuther, Walter P., 1945-53
14. Correspondence; Ross, Harry, 1947

15-16. Correspondence; Rowe, Stanley A., 1948-53
17. Correspondence; "R", 1941-51
18. Correspondence; Samp, Nelson, 1945-53
19. Correspondence; "S", 1941-53
20. Correspondence; Texas Legislature, labor bill, 1943
21. Correspondence; Thomas, R.J., 1944-45
22. Correspondence; "T", 1943-53

Box 5

1. Correspondence; Vinson, John W., 1947-51
2. Correspondence; Vranich, Peter, 1947
3. Correspondence; "W", 1942-51
4. Correspondence; Miscellaneous, 1941-61 & n.d.

5-6. Elections; Candidates and notices, 1950-54
7. Elections; Judges, 1946-52
8. Elections; Officers and committeemen, 1943-54
9. Executive Board; Correspondence, memos and notices, 1941-53

10-20. Executive Board; Minutes, 1941-51

Box 6

1-18. Executive Board; Minutes, 1952-69
19. Financial data; Advertising costs, 1945
20. Financial data; Annual reports, 1947-63

21-22. Financial data; Audits, 1944-54

Box 7

1-3. Financial data; Audits, 1956-67
4-19. Financial data; Monthly reports, 1941-57
20. Financial data; Office expenses, 1941
21. Financial data; Political Action Committee, 1948-55

Box 8

1-14. Grievance materials, 1939-Feb 1952, Oct 1958
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Box 9

1. Meeting notices, 1950-51
2. Membership; Meeting notices, 1950-52

3-17. Membership; Minutes, 1941-55

Box 10

1-14. Membership; Minutes, 1956-69
15. Membership; Petitions, correspondence and memos, 1943-55 & n.d.
16. Minutes; Building Corporation, 1965-68

17-19. Minutes; Other, 1941-67
20. Minutes; Skilled Trades, 1958-69

Box 11

1. Resolutions, 1941-53 & n.d.
2. Trustees, 1942-50, Jul 1963
3. World War II materials, 1942-45 & n.d.

Series II
UAW and CIO Materials, 1942-1954

Boxes 11-12

Correspondence, minutes, by-laws, constitutions, financial reports and wage
schedules. Materials from the Dallas CIO city and county councils and the Texas
State Industrial Union Council, UAW Sub-Council 7 (Region 5) and the UAW National
Ford Council and Department are included in this series. These documents especially
reflect the relationship of the local to the state CIO council and the UAW Sub-
Council 7. Arrangement is alphabetical and then chronological.

Box 11

4-5. CIO; Dallas Council, 1942-50 & n.d.
6-8. CIO; Dallas-Tarrant County Joint Council, 1944-46 & n.d.
9-11. CIO; Texas Council correspondence and materials, 1942-51
12. CIO; Texas Council financial reports, 1942-47

13-14. CIO; Texas Council minutes, 1942-47

Box 12

1. UAW; Ford Sub-Council 7 by-laws, 1945-54 & n.d.
2-3. UAW; Ford Sub-Council 7 correspondence, 1942-53
4. UAW; Ford Sub-Council 7 financial statements, 1942-47

5-6. UAW; Ford Sub-Council 7 minutes, 1942-54
7-9. UAW; National Ford Council, 1944-48 & n.d.
10. UAW; National Ford Department correspondence, 1948-49

11-13. UAW; National Ford Department wage schedules, 1946-48
14. Miscellaneous materials, 1949-51 & n.d.
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Index to Subjects and Correspondence
(correspondence is indicated by an asterisk)

Addes, George, 4:12
*Addes, George, 1:2, 7, 14-15, 2:1-4
Agreements, 1:1-2; changeover, 2:10.

See also Contracts
Amalgamated Clothing Workers, 3:17, 5:1,

11:4
American Federation of Hosiery Workers,

5:3
Anti-discrimination, 2:3
Automative Council for War Produc-

tion, 2:3
*Bannon, Ken, 1:7, 9, 2:6-11, 5:1,

12:10
Blacks, 9:5. See also Anti-discrimination
*Coffey, Ed, 2:17
Communism and communist, 3:16, 4:13
CIO Organizing Committee, 4:8, 12:14
Connally-Smith Bill, 2:1
Constitutions, 11:5, 8-11
Contracts, 1:1-2, 2:7, 3:9, 11, 13, 4:

13, 18, 6:7, 9:8, 11, 10:6, 12, 19;
violations of, 4:3-5

Crusade for Freedom, 4:13
Dallas AFL-CIO Council, 4:8
Dallas Area Educational Committee, 12:14
Dallas Area Industrial Union Council,

(CIO), 3:2, 11:4-5
Dallas CIO Education Council, 12:14
Dallas County United Legislative Com-

mittee, 12:14
Dallas-Tarrant County Joint Industrial

Union Council (CIO), 11:6-8
Dixiecrats, 11:4, 11
*Ford, Henry, 3:3, 12:10
*Ford, Henry II, 3:3
Ford umpire, 2:2, 6-11, 14, 3:13, 4:3,

9, 16, 12:3. See also Grievances
and grievance procedures

*Frankensteen, Richard T., 3:3
*Garst, Delmond, 3:4, 12:5
*Gosser, Richard, 3:5
Grievance and grievance procedures, 2:

6-11, 16, 3:6-7, 11, 13-14, 4:2-5, 9,
14, 16, 5:1-3, 9-10, 20, 6:6, Box 8,
10:7, 15. See also Job classifica-
tion; Seniority

*Harris, J.G., 12:3
Health and safety, 2:2, 11
Industrial Union of Marine and

Shipbuilding Workers of America, 4:12
Insurance, 1:9, 2:7, 9-10, 17, 4:4, 11:1

International Association of Machinists, 4:13
Job classification, 1:1-2, 2:6-8, 10-12, 3:1,

5, 7, 11, 13, 4:3-4, 7, 9, 14-16, 18, 22,
5:2, 6:6, 10:15, 11:1, 12:11-13; job re-
classification, 2:9. See also Grievances
and grievance procedures;, Occupational
groups; Wages and wage rates

*Johnson, Lyndon B., 3:10
*Kimberling, William M., 12:2
*Kraus, Henry, 4:11
Labor legislation, Texas, 4:20. See also

Manford Act
Lay-offs, 2:7, 3:7, 17, 4:4-5, 21
*Leonard, Richard T., 3:11-13, 15-16, 9:6,

12:3
*Letner, Russell, 3:14, 5:11, 8:6
Manford Act (Texas), 11:9-10
Marshall Plan, 3:16
*Mazey, Emil, 1:7, 4:1, 7:21
McKee, John, 4:9, 14, 18, 5:2, 10:17
*McKee, John, 1:2, 10, 2:7-8, 17, 3:12, 4:2-5,

5:1, 8:6
Membership, 2:3-4, 3:7, 4:13, 5:17, 9:2-17,

10:1-15; expulsion from, 4:1
Mullinax, Wells and Ball, law offices, 1:9,

11-12, 4:7, 11:4
*Murray, Philip, 4:6, 12
National Labor Relations Board, 1:3-4, 4:13, 9:5
Occupational groups, 1:1-2, 2:6, 8, 3:1, 10,

4:9. See also Job classification; Wages
and wage rates

Oil Workers International Union, 3:14
Overtime, 1:2, 2:1, 9, 3:12-13
Pickets and picketing, 4:4, 20, 6:4, 9, 16,

10:15
Political action committees, 2:2, 4, 17, 3:2, 6,

3:14, 16-17, 4:1, 12, 17, 19, 5:1, 10:15,
18, 11:7, 10, 12

Poll tax, 2:1, 3:6, 5:1, 11:5
Portal cases, 5:3, 16
Public Housing Administration, 2:12
*Rayburn, Sam, 4:17
Retirement, 2:9-10
*Reuther, Roy, 4:17
*Reuther, Victor, 4:11
Reuther, Walter P., 2:17, 3:16, 4:12, 5:3-4
*Reuther, Walter P., 1:7, 3:14, 4:12-13, 12:10
*Rcosevelt, Franklin Delano, 4:17
Seniority, 1:1-2, 12, 15, 2:6-10, 3:12-13, 17,

4:9, 19, 22, 5:2-4. See also Grievances
and grievance procedures



- 8 - UAW Local 870

*Sexton, Brendan, 4:11, 19
Shorter work week, 2:3, 9, 3:7
Skilled trades, 3:5, 10:20
Social Security Administration, 4:22
Strikes, strike funds and strike

votes, 2:3-4, 6, 8, 10, 17, 3:2, 6, 12,
14, 19, 4:2, 6, 10, 12-13, 20, 22, 5:
1, 3-4, 9, 16, 18, 6:6, 9, 13, 16, 9:7,
12, 17, 10:2, 14, 11:1, 11, 12:14

Sugar, Maurice, law firm, 3:15
*Sugar, Maurice, 1:15
Taft-Hartley Act, 3:6, 5:1
Texas Employment Commission, 1:10-13
Texas State Industrial Union Council

(CIO), 2:2, 3:2, 4:13, 11:9-14
Texas Unemployment Compensation Com-

mission and Act, 1:9, 11-13, 4:7
Textile Workers Union of America, 3:2
Thomas, R.J, 11:9-10
*Thomas, R.J., 1:15, 2:3, 3:3, 4:21
*Thompson, Thomas, 4:22, 12:3
*Twyman, Joseph, 1:1, 4:22
Unemployment compensation, 1:9-13, 15,

2:17, 3:14, 16, 19, 4:19, 5:3, 11:10.
See also Texas Unemployment Compen-
sation Commission and Act

Unfair labor practices, 4:9, 22, 5:2
UAW Local 870: building program, 6:14;

by-laws, 1:7-8, 2:2-4, 10:7; employee
exempt list, 5:4; officers, 1:3-6, 3:
8-9, 13-14, 4:3-5, 5:5-6, 8, 10-20,
6:1-18, 9:3-17, 10:1-14; trustees,
5:10-16, 19, 11:2

UAW locals: Local 50, 2:12, 3:18; Local 119,
3:18; Local 200, 3:19; Local 249, 3:1, 18,
4:10, 11:1, 12:2-3, 5-6; Local 325, 4:10,
12:2, 5-6; Local 350, 3:18; Local 450,
3:18; Local 551, 4:19; Local 560, 3:18;
Local 575, 3:2; Local 600, 3:1, 5, 8, 4:
9, 19, 22, 11:1, 12:3; Local 645, 3:18,
4:7, 17; Local 675, 4:22; Local 862, 2:12,
4:17, 5:3; Local 882, 2:12; Local 885, 12:
1-2, 5-6; Local 903, 4:19, 5:3; Local 906,
3:2, 19; Local 910, 4:19, 12:2, 5-6;
Local 921, 12:2, 5-6; Local 928, 12:2,
5-6; Local 952, 2:12, 8:13; Local 968,
4:19; Local 987, 3:10; Local 993, 12:2,5:
UAW Region 5, 3:4, 14-16, 5:1, 12:1-6
UAW Sub-Council 7 welfare fund, 4:7
United Farm Equipment and Metal Workers
of America, 3:14, 4:12, 5:16
United States Department of Labor, 1:4,
4:19

United Steelworkers of America, 3:18, 4:7, 10
Veterans, 1:10-12, 2:6, 8-9, 17, 3:2, 12,

16-17, 10:17
Vinson, John W., 11:4
*Vinson, John, 1:10, 2:17, 5:1, 12:3
Wages and wage rates, 1:1-2, 4, 13, 2:7-12,

3:5, 11-13, 4:1, 9, 12, 19, 5:3, 12:11-13.
See also Job classification

Wage Stabilization Board, 1:12, 2:10
*Winn, Frank, 5:3
*Woodcock, Leonard, 1:7
Working conditions, 1:1-2, 11:1. See also

Grievances and grievance procedures
Workmen's compensation, 1:9, 2:1, 11:9-10
Work stoppages, 2:2
World War II, 1:14, 2:1-3, 3:3-4, 11-12, 4:1,

6, 11, 5:11, 9:2-7, 11:3, 9. See also
Veterans


