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Douglas Fraser was born in a working class district of Glasgow, Scotland on December 18, 1916.
Six years later, his father, an electrician and trade union activist, brought the family to Detroit.
After going to work as a metal finisher in Chrysler's DeSoto plant at the age of eighteen, Mr.
Fraser became active in UAW Local 227, and was elected president of the local in 1943.

In 1947, Mr. Fraser was appointed an international representative, assigned to the union's
Chrysler Department, and four years later answered Walter Reuther's call to join the president's
administrative staff, where he remained for eight years. During those years, he was involved in a
number of major negotiations with Chrysler, Allis-Chalmers and Studebaker-Packard.

Douglas Fraser was elected co-director of UAW Region 1A in 1959, succeeding the late Ed Cote.
UAW convention delegates elected him board member-at-large in 1962, and following the
convention, he was appointed director of the Chrysler, Skilled Trades and Technical, Office and
Professional Departments. Over the next two decades, he and Presidents Reuther and Woodcock
negotiated a number of historic contract gains for UAW members in bargaining with Chrysler
Corporation, among which were the early retirement program, U. S.-Canada wage parity,
restrictions on compulsory overtime, a comprehensive health and safety program, dental care,
accelerated arbitration, pension benefit increases, and cost-of-living allowance improvements.

He was elected a vice president of the UAW in 1970 and president in 1977. After his retirement
from the UAW in 1983, Mr. Fraser joined the faculty of Wayne State University as University
Professor of Labor Studies. He has been active throughout his career in Democratic Party
politics and a number of labor, economic development, and social reform groups.

The UAW Vice president Douglas A. Fraser Collection consists of correspondence, reports,
minutes, speeches, publications and other material related to his responsibilities as UAW vice
president and director of the Chrysler Department and to his activities as an officer or member of
numerous civic, political and governmental organizations.

Important subjects in the collection:
Automobile industry—Work environment

Automobile industry workers—Canada
Automobile industry workers—Health and safety



Automobile industry workers—Michigan
Atuomobile industry workers--Pensions
Automobile safety

Chrysler Corporation

Collective bargaining—Automobile industry
Detroit—Economic development
International trade

Important subjects (cont’d)

Michigan State Housing Development Authority
Newspaper Guild—Local 22 (Detroit, Mich.)

Retired workers

Skilled labor

Strikes and lockouts--Automobile industry--Michigan
Trade unions—Automobile industry workers--Canada
Trade unions—Automobile industry workers--United States
Trade unions—Political activity

UAW Community Action Program

UAW Chrysler Department

United States—Economic policy

Important correspondents in the collection:

Charles Brooks
Richard Gosser

Pat Greathouse
Odessa Komer
Olga Madar
Andrew Marocko
Emil Mazey

Victor Reuther
Walter Reuther
Leonard Woodcock

Non-manuscript material:

UAW Vice President:
Douglas Fraser Collection

A few photographs received with the collection have been placed in the Archives Audiovisual

Collection.

PLEASE NOTE: Folders are computer-arranged alphabetically in this
finding aid, but may actually be dispersed throughout several boxes in the
collection. Note carefully the box number for each folder heading.
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Folder heading

5-2

10-35

5-3

10-34

3-8 thru 10
7-1

10-25

5-4

5-7

5-5

1-38

5-6

5-1

10-16

3-4 thru 5

3-24
5-10 thru 11
8-10
1-34
1-33

6-35

3-1 thru 3
5-14

7-20 thru 21
9-4

6-22 thru 25
7-22

10-36

9-31

5-13
5-12
7-23
3-18 thru 23
7-13
7-18 thru 19
6-33

11-19
7-15

ABC Independent Schools, 1969

Accounting, 1963-77

Action Incorporated, 1962

Aerospace, 1975

AFL-CIO; Industrial Union Department, 1956-71
Alliance for Labor Action, 1968-71

Alliance for Labor Action, 1969-70

Alma College trustee, 1970-71

American Association for Automotive Medicine, 1968
American Civil Liberties Union, 1968-77

American Institute of Industrial Relations; speaking engagement, 1969
Americans for Democratic Action, 1971-77
Anti-discrimination groups, 1963-76

Aspen Institute for Humanistic Studies, 1973
Australia, 1965-74

Bannon, Ken, 1965-76

Blue Cross, 1964-70

Blue Cross/Blue Shield; increase request, 1976
Bluestone, Irving, 1973-77

Brooks, Charles; corres., 1973

Chrysler Conference, 1976

Chrysler; Spain, 1969-70

Citizen Advisory Committee on Hospitals, 1963-66

Citizens Action Committee; financing Detroit, 1968-69

Civil Rights Commission, 1971

Collective bargaining, 1973

Committee for Industrial and Commercial Development, 1963-66
Community services, 1967-76

Contract proposals, 1977

Detroit Area Redevelopment Act, 1957-63

Detroit Industrial Mission, 1960-74

Detroit Labor-Management Committee for Community Progress, 1963-64
Detroit Police Commission, 1974-75

Detroit Public Schools, 1962-75

Detroit schools; financing, 1966-69

Dumping, 1975

Education, 1962-77
Education; general, 1974
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Folder heading

7-14

7-16

6-1 thru 2
6-3

6-26 thru 27
9-1

10-19 thru 22
9-2 thru 3
3-6 thru 7
11-13 thru 14
9-5

10-29

10-30 thru 32
6-30

10-28

10-1 thru 14
8-27 thru 32
1-28

1-26 thru 27
9-20

8-26

11-36

10-27

9-6 thru 7
1-36
1-6
Coordination
11-15
11-16 thru 18
1-35

7-17
10-15
8-15 thru 17

5-34 thru 35
10-17

3-26

6-34

4-20

2-1

Education Relations Commission, 1974
Education Task Force, 1973-74

Efficiency Study Committee, 1975-77
Election Study Committee, 1968

Emissions control, 1973-77

Engineering, 1962-67

Europe, 1971

Fair Practices, 1962-76

FBI and CIA, 1969-76

Federal Apprenticeship Commission, 1975-77
Ford Motor Co.; corres., 1962-77

Foreign economic policy, 1972

Foreign trade, 1959-73

Fraser, Douglas; collective bargaining notes, 1975
Fraser, Douglas; illness, 1965

Fraser, Douglas; newspaper clippings, 1967-76
Fraser, Douglas; personal corres., 1965-74
Fraser, Douglas; personal corres., 1977

Fraser, Douglas; regional corres., 1954-59
Fraser, Douglas; sketch, n. d.

Fraser, Douglas; testimonial, 1974

Fraser, Douglas; testimonial, 1974 Mar

Fraser, Douglas; Wayne County Community College election, 1966

General Motors Corp.; corres., 1962-77

Gosser, Richard, 1956-61

Governor's Manpower Development and Vocational Training
Committee, 1964-66

Grape boycott, 1969-75

Greater Detroit Committee for Fair Housing Practices, 1963-68

Greathouse, Pat, 1965-76

Higher Education Commission, 1973-74
Highway Users Conference; speech notes, 1974-75
Humanization of work/job enrichment, 1972-74

Invitations, 1977

Japan, 1972

Komer, Odessa, 1974-77

Labor Management Group, 1977
Labor organizations, 1971-76

Latin American Labor Council, 1974
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5-8
9-8 thru 11
1-37

3-25

8-9

1-32

2-4

2-7

4-23 thru 26
1-1

2-3

2-11 thru 14
2-5thru 6
2-8 thru 10
2-2

7-24

11-31

9-23

2-22

2-15 thru 21
2-24 thru 25
8-13

6-7 thru 8
11-20 thru 30
6-4 thru 6
1-23 thru 24

8-11
1-22
8-14
6-31 thru 32
6-15 thru 21
1-14
1-15 thru 19

6-28 thru 29
8-12

1-20 thru 21
10-38
6-36

League Insurance Group, 1969-79
Legal matters, 1963-77
Lou Gordon Show, 1971

Madar, Olga, 1966-74

Madar, Olga; corres., 1976-77

Marocko, Andrew; corres., 1965-66

Mayor's Committee on Economic Growth , 1961-64
Mayor's Metropolitan Employment Opportunities Committee, 1964-72
Mazey, Emil; corres., 1960-77

Metro YMCA, 1962-64

Metropolitan Detroit Citizens Development Authority, 1971
Metropolitan Fund; Executive Committee, 1970
Metropolitan Fund, 1971-73

Metropolitan Fund; Regional Citizenship Policy Committee, 1970-71
Metropolitan Goals, 1963-64

Michigan AFL-CIO Council, 1955-69

Michigan Breakthrough; report to HUD, 1969

Michigan Commission on Aging, 1964

Michigan Department of Commerce, 1974

Michigan Economic Action Council, 1975-76

Michigan Economic Expansion Commission, 1963-76
Michigan Insurance Commission; public hearing, 1969
Michigan Non-Partisan Election Study Committee, 1965-68
Michigan State Housing Development Authority, 1969-73
Michigan State Housing Development Committee, 1976
Minorities in Engineering, 1975-76

National Conference on Social Welfare, 1974

National Health Security, 1973-77

National Labor Relations Board elections; report, 1967
National Urban Coalition, 1977

Negotiations, 1967-76

New Detroit, Inc. (comparative study), 1972

New Detroit, Inc.; Labor Task Force Action Program Against
Unemployment, 1974

Newspaper Guild of Detroit agreements, 1970-77

No-fault insurance, 1971

Office of Economic Opportunity, 1970-71
Parochial school aid, 1964
Parts plants, 1976
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2-23

1-29

11-10 thru 12
7-7 thru 12
1-39

9-14 thru 16

1-12

10-24

9-21 thru 22
1-25

3-12 thru 17
11-34-35

1-13

4-16

9-24 thru 27
8-18 thru 25
7-2 thru 6
11-1

10-26

10-18

1-7 thru 8

11-2 thru 9
10-33

4-22

4-18

6-37

4-17

11-33

4-21

9-12 thru 13
2-26

2-27

11-32

2-28

2-29

2-30

2-31

2-32

2-33

President's Advisory Commission; Labor-Management Policy, 1962-64
Price Commission testimony, 1972

Production standards, 1961-63

Public Lighting Commission, 1967-70

Public Service Commission; speaking engagement, 1977

Publicity, 1963-77

Red Cross, 1971

Regional SDS work-in; New York, n. d.
Retired workers, 1962-77

Reuther, Victor; corres., 1974-76
Reuther, Walter, 1962-70

Reuther succession; clippings, 1970

Safety Vehicle Council, 1968
Skilled trades, 1965

Social security; corres., 1969-77
Speaking engagements, 1965-69
Speaking invitations, 1963-70
Special conventions, 1967
Supersonic transport, 1970
Switzerland, 1971

Traffic safety, 1971

UAW conventions, 1964-70

UAW departments, 1963-77

UAW financial statements, 1964-74

UAW Intternational Bylaws Committee, 1953-76
UAW International Chrysler Council; corres., 1976
UAW International Executive Board, 1962-71

UAW International Eexcutive Board member-at-large; clippings, 1962-63
UAW International Executive Board; minutes, 1956-60
UAW organizing, 1970-75

UAW Region 1; corres., 1956-77

UAW Region 1A; corres., 1958-77

UAW Region 1A election; clippings and corres., 1959
UAW Region 1B; corres., 1957-77

UAW Region 1C; corres., 1955-76

UAW Region 1D; corres., 1956-77

UAW Region 1E; corres., 1974-76

UAW Region 2; corres., 1955-77

UAW Region 2A; corres., 1955-76
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2-34

2-35

4-1 thru 2
4-3

4-4 thru 6
4-7 thru 9
4-10 thru 11
4-12 thru 13
4-14

4-15

9-17 thru 19
6-9 thru 14
9-29

4-19

9-30

5-9

1-4 thru 5

10- 23

9-32 thru 34

7-25

10-37

1-9 thru 11

1-3

3-11

1-2

8-1 thru 8
1-30 thru 31

UAW Region 2B; corres., 1956-76

UAW Region 3; corres., 1955-77

UAW Region 4; corres., 1956-77

UAW Region 5; corres., 1956-75

UAW Region 6; corres., 1956-61

UAW Region 7; corres., 1956-66

UAW Region 8; corres., 1955-76

UAW Region 9; corres., 1955-77

UAW Region 9A; corres., 1957-75

UAW Region 10; corres., 1955-74

UAW Research and Special Projects Dept., 1962-77
UAW; statements to GM, 1967

UAW Veterans Department, 1970

UAW Washington Office, 1965-76

UAW Women's Department, 1962-77

University of Detroit; Centennial Committee, 1975
Urban Alliance, 1968-76

Viet Nam, 1966

Walker Manufacturing Co.; labor-management agreement, 1971-74
Wayne County AFL-CIO Council, 1958-69

Wayne County CAP, 1971-75

Wayne County Stadium Working Group, 1969-70

Wayne State University; Institute for Urban and Regional Studies, 1963-71
Williams, Fred; immigration, 1961-66

Willow Run Village Apartments, 1962

Woodcock, Leonard; corres., 1955-76

World Auto Conference, 1966



