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The papers of Mel Ravitz were placed in the Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs in
1999 by Dr. Ravitz and were opened for research in February of 2000.

Mel Jerome Ravitz was born in New York City on January 7, 1924, but moved to Detroit
with his family in 1929. He graduated from Detroit’s Central High School in 1942 and
went on to receive a B.A. in history from Wayne State University in 1948. While there,
he worked as a staff announcer for WILB-AM and wrote a column for the school’s
newspaper, Detroit Collegian. In 1949, he earned an M. A. in sociology from the New
School for Social Research, returning to Detroit that year and taking a job as news editor
for the fledgling UAW radio station, WDET-FM. He was awarded a Ph.D. in sociology
from the University of Michigan in 1955.

In 1953 the Detroit City Plan Commission hired Dr. Ravitz as Director of Community
Organization to coordinate local participation in neighborhood conservation projects as
mandated by the Federal Housing Act for those cities receiving urban renewal funds. He
left that position in 1960, but the associations with block clubs and neighborhood
organizations formed during those years provided the political base from which Mel
Ravitz mounted his first campaign for Detroit Common Council in 1961.

He was reelected in 1965 and again in 1969, this time as president of the Council, but
relinquished his seat to run for mayor in the 1973 Democratic primary won by Coleman
Young. A year later Dr. Ravitz joined the Detroit-Wayne County Community Mental
Health Services Board as staff director, but left in 1982 to begin the first of another four
terms on Detroit’s City Council, retiring in 1997. A strong proponent of regional
solutions to urban problems, he also chaired the Wayne County Board of Supervisors
from 1966-68 and the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, which he helped to
create, from 1970-71.

Serving the city of Detroit for twenty-eight years, under four mayors, Mel Ravitz earned a
reputation for hard work, integrity and fairness. A frequent critic of mayoral policy,
identifying himself as the loyal opposition, his focus was always on the average citizen,
solutions to grassroots problems and neighborhood revitalization rather than high profile
riverfront and downtown development projects. A forceful civil rights advocate and
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vigorous opponent of racial discrimination, he was often identified as Detroit’s most
liberal-minded white city official in the 1960's.

Mel Ravitz pursued dual careers in academia and politics, a situation he judged beneficial
to his performance in both. He taught intermittently at Wayne State University from
1949 until his retirement in 1987 as Emeritus Professor of Sociology. He was
instrumental in the formation of Wayne State’s Department of Urban Planning in the
mid-1950's and has written and spoken extensively on urban problems and social
planning.

The Mel Ravitz Collection offers a rich source of documentation on the momentous
changes engulfing Detroit and other large, northern industrial cities during the latter half
of the twentieth century and local attempts to deal with the far-reaching social and
economic problems arising from these changes. The papers reflect not only the turbulent
history of Detroit politics during those years, but Dr. Ravitz’s professional and scholarly
interest in community participation in redevelopment decisions, urban housing policy,
police-community relations, mental health care, race relations and regional planning.

Important subjects in the collection:

Afro-American police--Michigan--Detroit
Afro-Americans--Community development--Michigan--Detroit
Afro-Americans--Economic conditions--Michigan--Detroit
Afro-Americans--Housing--Michigan--Detroit
Afro-Americans--Medical care--Michigan--Detroit
Afro-Americans--Social life and customs--Michigan--Detroit
Air--Pollution--Michigan--Wayne County

Archer, Dennis W.

Butzel Family Center (Detroit, Mich.)

Cable television--Michigan--Detroit

Casino gambling--Michigan--Detroit

Cavanagh, Jerome P.

Community development, Urban--Michigan--Detroit
Comprehensive Health Planning Council of Southeastern Michigan
Day care centers--Michigan--Detroit

Democratic Party--Michigan

Detroit. Belle Isle Park

Detroit Commission on Children and Youth

Detroit churches

Detroit (Mich.)--Buildings, structures, etc.

Detroit (Mich.)--Central business districts--Planning



Detroit (Mich.). City Council

Detroit (Mich.). City Plan Commission

Detroit (Mich.)--Community centers

Detroit (Mich.)--Community organization
Detroit (Mich.)--Crime and criminals

Detroit (Mich.)-- Discrimination in education
Detroit (Mich.)--Discrimination in employment
Detroit (Mich.)--Discrimination in housing
Detroit (Mich.)--Housing policy

Detroit (Mich.)--Manpower development programs
Detroit (Mich.). Model Neighborhood Agency
Detroit (Mich.). Police Dept.

Detroit (Mich.). Police Dept. STRESS

Detroit (Mich.) riot, 1967

Detroit Central High School

Detroit. Citizens’ District Councils

Detroit General Hospital

Detroit House of Correction

Detroit Metropolitan Area (Mich.)--Community health programs

Detroit Metropolitan Area (Mich.)--Local transit--Planning
Important subjects (cont’d):

Detroit Metropolitan Area (Mich.)--Politics and government
Detroit Public Schools

Detroit-Wayne County Community Mental Health Board
Drug abuse--Michigan--Detroit

Elmwood Park Projects II and III (Detroit, Mich.)

Express highways--Environmental aspects--Michigan--Detroit
Federal aid to community development--Michigan--Detroit
Federated East Side Improvement Associations

Grass Roots Organization Workers (G.R.O.W.)

Gribbs, Roman S.

Gun control--Michigan--Detroit

Health planning--Michigan

Herman Kiefer Hospital

Homeowners’ associations--Michigan--Detroit

Housing rehabilitation--Michigan--Detroit
Hubbard-Richard Community Council (Detroit, Mich.)
Income tax, Municipal--Michigan--Detroit

Juvenile delinquency--Michigan--Detroit

Kern Block (Detroit, Mich.)

Land use, Urban--Michigan--Detroit

Magnum Oil Company

Mental health policy--Detroit Metropolitan Area (Mich.)
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Municipal services--Contracting out--Michigan--Detroit
Police--Complaints against--Michigan--Detroit
Pornography--Law and legislation--Michigan--Detroit
Public health--Michigan--Wayne County

Race relations--Michigan--Detroit

Ralph J. Bunche Neighborhood Council (Detroit, Mich.)
Sociology, Urban

Southeast Michigan Council of Governments
Trade-unions--Political activity--Michigan--Detroit
University City II Project (Detroit, Mich.)

Urban renewal--Citizen participation--Michigan--Detroit
Urban renewal--Social aspects--Michigan--Detroit
Virginia Park Rehabilitation Project (Detroit, Mich.)
Water--Fluoridation--Michigan--Detroit
Water--Pollution--Michigan--Wayne County

Wayne County (Mich.) Child Development Center
Wayne County (Mich.)--Politics and government
Wayne State University (Detroit, Mich.)

West Central Organization--Michigan--Detroit

Young, Coleman A.

Y outh--Services for--Michigan--Detroit

Important correspondents in the collection:

Archer, Dennis W.

Barbour, Al

Beckham, Charles

Blessing, Charles

Cavanagh, Jerome P.

Important correspondents (cont’d):

Citron, Abraham
Cohn, Avern

Collins, Barbara-Rose
Del Rio, James

Gribbs, Roman S.
Edwards, George C., Jr.
Edwards, George C. 111
Fisher, Max

Gentry, Bronson
Girardin, Ray

Gomon, Josephine
Hanlon, John

Hewitt, Ronald
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Hood, Nicholas
Lawrence, David
Levin, Carl

Levin, Sander
Lincoln, James H.
Mabher, Richard M.
McCabe, Robert E.
Meltzer, Marvin
Miriani, Louis
Moten, Emmett S., Jr.
Nichols, John
Patrick, William
Plafkin, Sol

Ryan, Daniel
Schore, Joseph
Sheffield, Horace
Stroud, Joe H.
Swieczkowska, Clara
Wierzbicki, Anthony
Wolfgang, Myra
Young, Coleman A.
Young, Joseph F., Jr.

Non-manuscript material:

Mel Ravitz Collection

Over 100 photographs and a few items of memorabilia documenting Mel Ravitz’s
political campaigns and his career as a Detroit City Councilman have been placed in the

Archives Audiovisual Collection.
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Contents

72 storage boxes, 1 small flat

Series I, Detroit City Council, 1962-1997, Boxes 1-55, p. 6
Series includes constituent mail, departmental reports responding to citizen
complaints and material relating to issues under discussion by the Council. The
bulk of the files document Mel Ravitz’s tenure from 1962-1973, especially the
years 1970-1973 when he served as president of the Council. The files are
arranged chronologically and then alphabetically. Inclusive dates of subject files
spanning more than one year are noted in the folder heading. File headings also
may have changed over time. Correspondence, for example, filed alphabetically

n the early 1960s, was later placed in the appropriate department file. By 1972
alphabetical correspondence files were replaced by those labeled “miscellaneous”
and “personal.” The files from 1982-1997, much less voluminous, are arranged
alphabetically and then chronologically.

Series II, Political Campaigns, 1961-1997, Boxes 55-56, p. 38

Series I1I, Community and Professional Organizations, 1961-1993,
Boxes 56-66, p. 39
Material relating to his service as an officer or board member of these
organizations.

Series IV, Speeches and Writings, Biographical Background and Publicity, 1943-
2001, Boxes 66-70, p. 43

In addition to articles published, speeches delivered and papers presented by Mel

Ravitz, the series includes magazine profiles and newspaper articles about him,
oral interviews and public testimony he gave, radio scripts he wrote, certificates and

awards he received, entries from a journal he kept in the 1940s and a small
amount of correspondence pre-dating his Council years. Council resolutions he
introduced  will be found in Series I as will public statements issued during his last
four terms on the Council.

Series V, Publications, 1939-1978, Boxes 70-73, p. 47
Publications about the metropolitan Detroit area not authored by Mel Ravitz.
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Series I
Detroit City Council, 1962-1997
Boxes 1-55

1962

“A” correspondence

Action Group on Goals (AGOG); minutes
Action, Inc. (National Council for Good Cities)
Arts Commission

Assessors, Board of

Auditor General

“B” correspondence
Budget, 1962-63
Buildings and Safety Engineering Department

Mel Ravitz Collection

Buildings and Safety Engineering Department; abandoned buildings

“C” correspondence

Central Business District Association (C.B.D.A.)
Cherboneau Place Cooperative

Children and Youth, Commission on
Children’s Defenders, Inc.

City Airport

City Clerk

City Plan Commission

Civic Center Commission, 1961-62
Community Action for Detroit Youth (CADY)
Community Relations, Commission on
Conner-East Warren property sale

Controller

Corporation Counsel

(Intra-) Council correspondence

“D” correspondence

Detroit House of Correction (DeHoCo)
Detroit Public Schools

Detroiters, Inc.

“E” correspondence

“F” correspondence
Federated East Side Improvement Associations
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33.  Fire Department
Box 2 1962
1-3.  Fluoridation (anti)
4-6.  Fluoridation (pro)
7. Freedom Festival
8. “G” correspondence
Box2 1962 (cont’d)
9. Greater Detroit Board of Commerce
10. “H” correspondence
11. Health Department
12. Housing Commission
13. “I” correspondence
14. Industrial and Commercial Development, Mayor’s Committee for
15-16. Invitations declined
17. “J” correspondence
18. “K” correspondence
19. “L” correspondence
20. Labor unions and employee associations

21.  Labor unions and employee associations; AFSCME Public Employees
Council No. 77

Box 3 1962

[

Labor unions and employee associations; police and fire employees

2. Labor unions and employee associations; UAW

3. “M” correspondence

4. Mayor’s Office

5. Mayor’s Office; Washington Office proposal

6. Michigan, State of

7. “N” correspondence

8. Neighborhood Conservation and Improved Housing, Committee for

. “O” correspondence
10. Ordinances; Anti-Skid Row



Box 4

Box 4

1.
12-15.
16.
17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

962

14.
15.

16.
17.
18.

19.

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

Ordinances; Brickley

Ordinances; city income tax, 1960-62
Ordinances; Lonyo and Central Avenues traffic
Ordinances; taxi dance halls

“P” correspondence

“P” correspondence; Plafkin, Sol

Parking Authority

Parks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Department; Sasser Playfield
Police Department

1962

Public Lighting Commission
Public Welfare Department

Public Works Department
Purchases and Supplies Department
(cont’d)

“R” correspondence
Rapid transit, 1960, 1962
Recorder’s Court
Retirement System

“S” correspondence

“S” correspondence; Sims, Phillip C.
Street Railways Department

Streets and Traffic Department

“T” correspondence
Thank you letters

“U” correspondence
United States government
Urban renewal

“V” correspondence

“W” correspondence
Water Department
Wayne, County of
Wayne State University
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Wayne State University; Wendell Phillips speaking engagement
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Box 5

25.

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
1963

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24.
25.
26.

27.
28.
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West Philadelphia Improvement Association

“X-Y-Z” correspondence

Zoning Appeals Board

Zoning Appeals Board; Plymouth-Evergreen Shopping Center
Zoning Appeals Board; Stoepel between St. Martins and Pembroke
Zoo Commission

1963

“A” correspondence

AGOG:; minutes

Ann Arbor Area Fair Housing Association (Pittsfield Village), 1962-63
Assessors, Board of

Auditor General

“B” correspondence

Briggs plant demolition, 1963

Budget, 1963-64

Buildings and Safety Engineering Department

Buildings and Safety Engineering Dept.; Bureau of Air Pollution Control

“C” correspondence

Children and Youth, Commission on
Children’s Emergency Psychiatric Clinic
City Clerk

City Plan Commission; corres.

(cont’d)

City Plan Commission; minutes

Civic Center Commission

Community Relations, Commission on
Controller

Corporation Counsel

(Intra-) Council correspondence
Cultural Center street vendor

“D” correspondence
DeHoCo
Detroit Public Schools

“E” correspondence
Election Commission



Box 6

Box 6

29.
30.

31.
32.

33.
34.
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10.

12.
13.
14.

15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
1963

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
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“F” correspondence
Fire Department

“G” correspondence

“H” correspondence
Health Department
Housing Commission

1963

“I” correspondence
Invitations accepted
Invitations declined

“J” correspondence
“K” correspondence

“L” correspondence

Labor unions and employee associations

Labor unions and employee associations; police and fire employees
Labor unions and employee associations; UAW

“Mc” correspondence

“M” correspondence

Mayor’s Office

Michigan, State of

Michigan, State of; Sunday Closing Law

“N” correspondence

“O” correspondence

Old City Hall site
Ordinances; cabaret
Ordinances; open occupancy
(cont’d)

“P” correspondence

Parking Authority

Parks and Recreation Department
Police Department

Public Lighting Commission
Public Welfare Department
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26. Public Works Department

217. “R” correspondence

28.  Rapid transit

29.  Resolution of Conscience
30. Resolutions, Council

31.  Resolutions, liquor sales
32. Resolutions, Ravitz

33. “S” correspondence

34, Street Railways Department
35. Streets and Traffic Department

Box 7 1963
1. “T” correspondence
2 Thank you letters
3. “U” correspondence
4. United States government
5. “V” correspondence
6. “W?” correspondence
7. “W” correspondence; Weideman, Fred
8. Wayne, County of

0. Wayne County General Hospital

10.  Wayne County Road Commission

11.  Wayne State University

12. Wool processing plant (2431 Scotten)
13. WXYZ-TV

14. “X-Y-Z” correspondence
15. Zoning Appeals Board

16. Zoning Appeals Board; Frisbee Avenue rezoning
1964

17. “A” correspondence

18.  Aid to Dependent Children of Unemployed (ADC-U)

19. Assessors, Board of

20. Auditor General
21. Aviation Commission
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22. “B” correspondence
Box 7 1964 (cont’d)

23.  Buildings and Safety Engineering Department

24. “C” correspondence

25. Children and Youth, Commission on
26. City Plan Commission

217. Civic Center Commission

28. Civil Service Commission

29. Community Action for Detroit Youth (CADY)
30. Community Relations, Commission on
31. Controller

32. Corporation Counsel

33. (Intra-) Council correspondence

34. “D” correspondence

35. DeHoCo

36.  Detroit Public Library
37. Detroit Public Schools

Box 8 1964
1. “E” correspondence
2 Election Commission
3. “F” correspondence
4. “G” correspondence
5. “H” correspondence
6. Health Department
7. Health Department; Receiving Hospital
8. Housing Commission
9. Housing Court
10. “I” correspondence
11. Invitations accepted

12-13. Invitations declined

14. “J” correspondence
15-16. Jeffries Freeway (I-96)

17. “K” correspondence
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18. “L” correspondence
19. Labor unions and employee associations
20. “M” correspondence

21.  Mayor’s Office
22. Mental health services, 1963-64
23.  Michigan, State of

24. “N” correspondence
Box 8 1964 (cont’d)

25. “O” correspondence
26. Ordinances; Fair Neighborhood Practices
27.  Ordinances; glue sniffing

28. “P” correspondence

29.  Parks and Recreation Department
30.  Police Department

31. Poverty programs

32.  Public Lighting Commission

33. Public Welfare Department

34, Public Works Department

35. “R” correspondence
36. Resolutions, Council
Box 9 1964
1. Resolutions, Ravitz
2. “S” correspondence
3. Streets and Traffic Department

4. Streets and Traffic Department; Eight Mile Road widening

5. “T” correspondence

6. Thank you letters

7. “U” correspondence

8. United States government
0. “V” correspondence

10. “W?” correspondence



1.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

17.
18.

19.
20.
21.

22.
23-25.
Box 9 1965

26.
28.
27.
29.
30.
31.
32.

Box 101965
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Water Department
Wayne, County of
Wayne State University

“X-Y-Z” correspondence
Zoning Appeals Board
Zoo Commission

1965

“A” correspondence
Assessors, Board of

“B” correspondence
Budget, 1965-66
Buildings and Safety Engineering Department

“C” correspondence
Children and Youth, Commission on
(cont’d)

City Plan Commission

Civic Center Commission

Civil Service Commission
Community Relations, Commission on
Controller

Corporation Counsel

(Intra-) Council correspondence

“D” correspondence

Detroit Historical Commission
Detroit Public Library

Detroit Public Schools

“E” correspondence
Eastern Market development, 1963-65
Election Commission

“F” correspondence
Fire Department
Fluoridation
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1.

12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.

26.
27.
28.
29.
Box 101965
30.
31.
32-33,
34,

Box 111965
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“G” correspondence

“H” correspondence

Health Department

Health Department; Receiving Hospital
Housing Commission

“I” correspondence
International Village, 1962-65

“J” correspondence
“K” correspondence

“L” correspondence
Labor unions and employee associations

“Mc” correspondence
“M” correspondence
Mayor’s Office
Michigan, State of

“N” correspondence

“O” correspondence
Ordinances; heating
O’Hair Park

(cont’d)

“P” correspondence

Parks and Recreation Department
Police Department

Public Lighting Commission

Public Welfare Department
Public Works Department

“Q-R” correspondence
Rapid transit

Mel Ravitz Collection

Recorder’s Court; corres., study of the Traffic and Ordinance Division

Resolutions, Council
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7. Resolutions, Ravitz

8. Riverfront Park Drive

0. “S” correspondence

10. Street Railways Department
11. Streets and Traffic Department

12. “T” correspondence
13. Thank you letters
14. Total Action Against Poverty, Mayor’s Committee for (TAAP)

15. “U” correspondence

16. United States government
17. Urban renewal

18. “V” correspondence

19. “W” correspondence

20. Water Department
21.  Wayne, County of
22.  Wayne State University

23. “X-Y-Z” correspondence
24. Zoning Appeals Board

1966

25. “A” correspondence
26. Architectural Barriers Committee, 1964-66
217. Assessors, Board of

28. “B” correspondence

29. Budget, 1966-67

30. Buildings and Safety Engineering Department

31. Buildings and Safety Engineering Dept.; Bureau of Air Pollution Control
32. Butzel Family Center

Box 111966 (cont’d)

33. “C” correspondence

34, Children and Youth, Commission on
35. City Plan Commission

36. City Treasurer

37. Civil Service Commission
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38. Controller
39. Corporation Counsel
40.  (Intra-) Council correspondence
Box 121966
1. “D” correspondence

Detroit Public Schools

3. “E” correspondence

4. “F” correspondence

5. Foster parents, fees for

6. “G” correspondence

7. “H” correspondence

8. Health Department

9. Health Department; Detroit General Hospital
10.  Housing Commission

11.  Housing, senior citizen

12. “I” correspondence

13. Industrial and Commercial Development, Mayor’s Committee for
14. “J” correspondence

15. “K” correspondence

16.  Krakow Club/Gang

17. “L” correspondence

18.  Labor unions and employee associations
19. “Mc” correspondence

20. “M” correspondence

21.  Mayor’s Office
22. Michigan, State of

23. “N” correspondence

24.  Neighborhood Conservation, Committee for

25. “O” correspondence

26. Ordinances; Fair Neighborhood Practices (amendment)

27. Ordinances; Theatre (amendment)
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Box 121966 (cont’d)

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

34.
35.
36.
37.

Box 131966

1.

10.
11.

12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.

“P” correspondence

Parks and Recreation Department
Police Department

Public Lighting Commission
Public Welfare Department
Public Works Department

“R” correspondence
Recorder’s Court
Resolutions, Council
Resolutions, Ravitz

“S” correspondence
Street Railways Department
Streets and Traffic Department

“T” correspondence
TAAP Committee
Thank you letters

“U” correspondence
University City/West Central Organization

“V” correspondence
Van Dyke Freeway

“W?” correspondence

Water Department

Wayne County Road Commission
Wayne State University

“X-Y-Z” correspondence
Zoning Appeals Board

Z00 Commission

1967

Mel Ravitz Collection
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19. “A” correspondence

20. Air pollution

21. Assessors, Board of

22. Auditor General

23. “B” correspondence
24.  Budget, 1967-68
25.  Buildings and Safety Engineering Department

Box 131967 (cont’d)

26. “C” correspondence

217. Cavanagh recall

28. City Plan Commission

29. Civil Defense, Office of

30. Community Relations, Commission on
31. Controller

32. Corporation Counsel

33. (Intra-) Council correspondence
34. Crime control
35. “D” correspondence

36.  Detroit Public Library
37. Detroit Public Schools

38. “E” correspondence
39. “F” correspondence
Box 141967
1. Fire Department
2. “G” correspondence
3. “H” correspondence
4. Health Department
5. Health Department; Detroit General Hospital
6-7. Housing Commission
8. Human Resources Development, Mayor’s Committee for

9. “I” correspondence



10.
1.

12.
13-14.

15.
16.
17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22-23.

24.
25.
Box 141967

26.

27.

28.
Box 151967

1.
2.

N0k

10.

12.

13.
14.
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Inner City Housing Project
“J” correspondence

“K” correspondence
Kern Block

“L” correspondence
Labor Relations Bureau
Labor unions and employee associations

“Mc” correspondence

“M” correspondence

Mayor’s Office

Michigan, State of

Michigan, State of; Governor’s Special Commission on Urban Problems,
1966-67

“N” correspondence
Neighborhood community councils directory
(cont’d)

“O” correspondence
Ordinances; boiler
Ordinances; fair housing

Ordinances; fair housing
Ordinances; motorcycle
Ordinances; street vendors

“P” correspondence

“P” correspondence; Plafkin, Sol

Parking Authority

Parks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Department; Washington Blvd. beautification
Police Department

Property tax abatement, 1966-67

Public Lighting Commission

Public Works Department

“R” correspondence
Rapid transit
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15. Resolutions, Council

16. Resolutions, Ravitz

17-18. Riot

19.  Riot; emergency bonds

20. “S” correspondence

21. Salvation Army

22. Storefront recreation centers, 1965-67
23. Streets and Traffic Department

24. Synanon

25. “T” correspondence

26. Teacher Corps
27. Thank you letters

28. “U” correspondence
29.  United States government
30.  University City II Rehabilitation Project

31. “V” correspondence

32. “W?” correspondence
33. Water Department

34.  Wayne, County of

35. Wayne State University

36-37. Zoning Appeals Board

Box 161968
1. “A” correspondence
2. Archdiocesan Opportunity Program
3. Assessors, Board of
4. Auditor General; research and analysis staff proposal
5. “B” correspondence

6. Brush Park

7-9.  Budget, 1968-69

10.  Buildings and Safety Engineering Department

11.  Buildings and Safety Engineering Department; boiler ordinances

12. “C” correspondence
13. City Plan Commission



Mel Ravitz Collection

-23-
14-15. Code enforcement

16. Community Relations, Commission on
17. Controller

18. Corporation Counsel

19. (Intra-) Council correspondence

20.  Cultural Center development

21.  “D” correspondence

22. Detroit Institute of Arts
23. Detroit Public Library
24. Detroit Public Schools

25. “E” correspondence
Box 171968

1. Election Commission

2. “F” correspondence

3. FAIR (Fair Access to Integrated Residences)

4. “G” correspondence

5. “H” correspondence

6. Health Department

7. Health Department; Detroit General Hospital

8. Health Department; Herman Kiefer Hospital

9. Housing Commission

10.  Housing relocation proposals

11. Housing, scattered site and senior citizen

12. Human Resources Development, Mayor’s Committee for

13-15. Human Resources Development, Mayor’s Committee for; investigation

16. Human Resources Development, Mayor’s Committee for; New Careers
program

17. “I” correspondence

18-19. Industrial revenue bonds (Peerless Cement)
Box 171968 (cont’d)

20. “J” correspondence
21. Jeffries Freeway, 1965-68

22. “K” correspondence



23.
24.

Box 181968

1.

SRR

8.
9-10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

26.
Box 191968

1.
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“L” correspondence
Labor Relations Bureau

Labor unions and employee associations

“Mc” correspondence
“M” correspondence
Manoogian Mansion
Mayor’s Office
Michigan, State of

”N” correspondence

“O” correspondence

Ordinances; gun control

Ordinances; stop and frisk

Ordinances; zoning (amendment), 1967-68

“P” correspondence

Parks and Recreation Department

Police Department

Police Neighborhood Information Centers
Project Return (prisoner rehabilitation)
Public Lighting Commission

Public Works Department

“R” correspondence

Recorder’s Court

Residency requirement for city employees
Resolutions, Council

Resolutions, Ravitz

Riot

“S” correspondence

Street Railways Department
Streets and Traffic Department

“T” correspondence



Box 191968

*®

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.

19.
20.

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

34.
35.
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Taxicabs
Thank you letters

(cont’d)

“U” correspondence
United States government

“V” correspondence
Virginia Park Rehabilitation Project, 1966-68

“W?” correspondence

Water Department

Wayne, County of

Wayne County Auditors

Wayne State University

Wayne Students Corporation (WASCO), 1967-68
Woodward East Project, 1967-68

“X-Y-Z” correspondence
Zoning Appeals Board

1969

“A” correspondence
Auditor General

“B” correspondence

Belle Isle marina

Budget, 1969-70

Budget; taxes, 1969-70

Buildings and Safety Engineering Department

“C” correspondence

Children and Youth, Commission on

City Plan Commission

Civic Center Plaza

Community Help in Life Development (CHILD)
Corporation Counsel

Council correspondence

Crime control

“D” correspondence
Data processing contract, 1967-69



36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

41.

Box 201969
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0-11.

13.

14.
15.

16.
17.
18.

19.
20-22.
23.

24.
25.

Mel Ravitz Collection
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Deprived Areas Recreation Team (DART)
Detroit Institute of Arts

Detroit Public Schools

Drug abuse programs, 1967-69

“E-F” correspondence

“G-H” correspondence

Greater Detroit Chamber of Commerce
Gun control

Health Department

Health Department; Detroit General Hospital

Housing Commission

Housing Commission; Elmwood Park Projects II and III, 1968-69

“I” correspondence

Incinerator

Industrial and Commercial Development, Mayor’s Committee for
Invitations accepted

“J” correspondence
“K” correspondence

“L” correspondence
Labor unions and employee associations

“M” correspondence
Michigan, State of
Model Neighborhood Agency

“N” correspondence
Neighborhood Development Program
New Center Area development

“O-P” correspondence
Ordinances; zoning—special care homes (amendment)
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26. Police Department
27.  Police Department; Citizens Police Trial Board
Box 211969

1. Police Department; DPOA v. City of Detroit, 1968-69
2. Property insurance

3. Public Works Department

4. “R” correspondence

5. Rapid transit feasibility study

6. Redford Receiving Hospital

7. Resolutions, Ravitz

8. “S” correspondence

9. Sancta Maria Program, 1968-69
10. Stadium

11. Street Railways Department
12. Streets and Traffic Department

Box 211969 (cont’d)

13. “T” correspondence
14. Taxicabs

15. “V-W?” correspondence
16.  Water Department
17. Wayne, County of
18.  Wayne State University

19. “X-Y-Z” correspondence
20. Zoning Appeals Board
21. Zoning changes

1970

22. “A” correspondence
23. Alcoholism

24, Assessors, Board of
25. Auditor General

26. “B” correspondence
27. Balduck Park
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28. Belle Isle
29-30. Block clubs and community organizations
31.  Block clubs and community organizations; G.R.O.W.

32.  Block clubs and community organizations; Neighborhood Service
Program
33.  Block clubs and community organizations; Schultze Community Council
34.  Block clubs and community organizations; Virginia Park Citizens Service
Corporation
35.  Block clubs and community organizations; Virginia Park Rehabilitation

Citizens Committee
Box 221970

1. Budget, 1970-71
2-3.  Buildings and Safety Engineering Department

4. Buildings and Safety Engineering Department; boiler ordinances

5. Buildings and Safety Engineering Department; residential construction
6. “C” correspondence

7. Cable TV

8 Children and Youth, Commission on

9-10. Citizens Urban Opportunity Fund

11. City Clerk

12. City layoffs

13-14. City Plan Commission

15. City Plan Commission; Stroh Brewery

16.  Civil Service Commission
17. Community Library Program
18. Community Relations, Commission on
19. Community Renewal, Mayor’s Committee for
20. Controller
Box 231970
1. Corporation Counsel
2. (Intra-) Council correspondence
3. Courts
4. Crime control
“D” correspondence
DART
Day care

Detroit City Charter revision, 1969-70
Detroit City Theatre Association
0. Detroit Historical Commission, 1969-70

= oo oawm
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11. DeHoCo

12. Detroit Public Schools

13. Detroit Public Schools; school decentralization

14.  Detroit-Wayne County Community Mental Health Services Board
15-16. Drug abuse programs
17.  Drug abuse programs; Synanon

18. “E-F” correspondence

19.  Eighteen-year-old vote

20-21. Election Commission, Jan-Aug 1970
Box 241970

1-3.  Election Commission, Sep-Dec 1970

4. Emergency medical services

5. “G” correspondence

6. Greater Detroit Chamber of Commerce
7. “H” correspondence

8 “Hair” performance, 1967

9-10. Health Department

11. Health Department; Herman Kiefer Hospital
12.  Hospitals Department; Detroit General Hospital
13-15. Housing Commission

16. Human Resources Development, Mayor’s Committee for
17.  Hunger and Malnutrition Task Force
18 “I-J” correspondence

19-20. Invitations accepted

21. “K-L” correspondence
22. Labor Relations Bureau
Box 251970
1. Labor unions and employee associations
2. “M” correspondence

3. Mayor’s Office
Box 251970 (cont’d)

4. Michigan, State of
5-6.  Model Neighborhood Agency
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8. Myrtle Street incident

. “N-O” correspondence
10.  Ordinances
11. “P” correspondence
12. Parks and Recreation Department
13.  Police Department
14. Police Department; civilian patrols

15-16. Police Department study
17-18. Pollution control, 1969-70
19-20. Pornography

Box 261970

Proposition “E”

Public Lighting Commission
Public Works Department
Purchases and Supplies Department

el S

“R” correspondence
Resolutions, Council
Resolutions, Ravitz
Retirement System

Sl A

9. “S” correspondence

10.  Southeastern Michigan Transportation Authority (SEMTA)
11-12. Stadium

13. Street Railways Department

14. Streets and Traffic Department

15. “T-V” correspondence

16. Taxes

17. United States government
18. Urban Corps

19. Urban renewal

20. “W-Z” correspondence
21.  Water Department
22.  Wayne, County of
23.  Wayne State University

Box 271970
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Box 271971

(98]

V)]

15.
16.
17-18.

19.
20-21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Box 281971

-2.
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10-11.
12.
13.
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Welfare
Zoning Appeals Board

(cont'd)

“A” correspondence
Assessors, Board of
Auditor General

“B” correspondence

Balduck Park

Belle Isle

Block clubs and community organizations

Block clubs and community organizations; Butzel Family Center
Block clubs and community organizations; Focus: HOPE

Block clubs and community organizations; “Focus: HOPE Happening”
Block clubs and community organizations; Hubbard-Richard Community
Council

Blue Cross-Blue Shield

Budget, 1971-72

Buildings and Safety Engineering Department

“C” correspondence

Cable TV project

C.B.D.A. and Chamber of Commerce
Children and Youth, Commission on
Citizens for Better Care

City Clerk

City Plan Commission

Civil Service Commission

Colleges and universities

Colleges and universities; Wayne State University
Colleges and universities; WSU—Common Council Support Service
Community Relations, Commission on
Consultants, city use of

Controller

Corporation Counsel

(Intra-) Council correspondence

Courts



14.
15.
16.
17-18.

Box 291971

ARl

6.
Box 291971

14.
15-16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Box 301971

1-2.
3.
4-5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
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“D” correspondence

Day care

DeHoCo

Detroit City Charter revision

Detroit Plan (Group, Inc.)

Detroit Public Library

Detroit Public Schools

Detroit Renaissance

Detroit-Wayne Joint Building Authority
Drug abuse programs

(cont’d)

“E-F” correspondence

Election Commission

Fire Department

Fire Department; Emergency Medical Services

“G” correspondence
Gay activists
Gun control

“H” correspondence

Health Department

Health Department; Hobart Street Environmental Field Center proposal
Health Department; Occupational Health, Bureau of

Hospitals Department; Detroit General Hospital

Housing Commission

Housing Commission

HUD (U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development)
Human Resources Development, Mayor’s Committee for
Hunger and Malnutrition Task Force

“I-J” correspondence
Invitations accepted

Jennings Memorial Hospital

“K-L” correspondence



1.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18-19.

Box 311971

1-4.
5-7.
8.

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Box 311971

16-17.
18.

Box 321971
1-2.
4.

5.
6.
7-9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
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Labor Relations Bureau
Labor unions and employee associations
Labor unions and employee associations; UAW

“M” correspondence

Mayor’s Office

Mental health services
Michigan, State of

Model Neighborhood Agency

Model Neighborhood Agency
Model Neighborhood Agency; Metropolitan Arts Complex
Myrtle Street incident

“N-O” correspondence

Ombudsman proposal, 1968-71

Ordinances

Ordinances; consumer affairs division creation, 1970-71
Ordinances; disposable beverage container ban
Ordinances; gas station construction and location
Ordinances; parental responsibility

(cont’d)

Ordinances; phosphate detergent ban

“P” correspondence

Parks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Department; golf course fee increase
Parks and Recreation Department; Senior Citizens Food and Friendship
Program

Parks and Recreation Department; tree spraying program
Permits and petitions

Police Department

Police Department; civilian patrols

Police Department; STRESS

Pollution control

Pornography

Project Headline

Public Employment Program grant
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16. Public Lighting Commission

17. Public utilities rate increase, 1970-71
18-20. Public Works Department

Box 331971
1. Public Works Department reorganization
2. ”R” correspondence
3. Radio and TV
4, Resolution, anti-war
5. Resolution, national health insurance
6. Resolutions, Council
7. Resolutions, Ravitz
8. Retirement System
9. Revenue sharing
10. “S” correspondence
11. SEMTA
12. Solid waste recycling
13 Stadium

14-15. Street Railways Department
16. Streets and Traffic Department
17. Supplemental food programs

18. “T-U” correspondence
19. Taxes

20.  United States Congress
21.  United States Post Office
22.  Urban Corps

Box 341971
1. “V-Z” correspondence
2. Veterans
3. Vietnam War
4. Water Department
5. Wayne, County of
6. Weights and Measures, Bureau of
7. Woodward Mall

8. Youth programs



10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

25.
Box 351972
1-2.
3-5.
6-8.
10.
11.
12.

13.
14-16.

Box 361972

1.
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Zoning Appeals Board

Zoning Appeals Board; rezoning Oakwood-Sanders area
Zoning Appeals Board; West Grand Boulevard Burger King
Zoning changes

1972

Admission fees to Detroit facilities
Affirmative action

Air pollution control

Assessors, Board of

Auditor General

Balduck Park

Belle Isle

Block clubs and community organizations

Block clubs and community organizations; Concerned Citizens
Block clubs and community organizations; Focus: HOPE

Block clubs and community organizations; Operation Hope
Block clubs and community organizations; United Neighborhood
Improvement Association

Budget, 1972-73

Budget, 1972-73
Buildings and Safety Engineering Department

Cable TV Study Committee
C.B.D.A and Chamber of Commerce
Child care/day care

Citizens’ District Councils

City Airport

City Clerk

City Plan Commission

City Plan Commission
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2 Civil Service Commission

3. Colleges and universities

4. Colleges and universities; Wayne State University
5-8. Community Development Commission

9. Community Relations, Commission on

10. Congratulatory letters

1. Consultants

12. Controller

13-15. Corporation Counsel

16-17. Correspondence, intra-Council
18-19. Correspondence, miscellaneous

Box 371972

1-2.  Correspondence, miscellaneous
3-5.  Correspondence, personal

6. Courts

7. Crime control

8. Department Report and Information Committee
9. Detroit City Charter revision

10. Detroit Historical Commission

11. Detroit Medical Aid Committee

12. Detroit Plan

13.  Detroit Public Library

14-15. Detroit Public Schools

16.  Detroit Public Schools; Del Rio Residency Bill
17.  Detroit-Wayne Joint Building Authority

18.  Dodge Fountain

19-21. Drug abuse programs

Box 381972

1. Drug abuse programs; Citizens Against Narcotics, 1970-72
Drug abuse programs; Defeat Opiate Addiction

3. Eighteen-year-old legal rights

4. Election Commission

5. Elmwood Park Projects

6. Fire Department

7. Fire Department; Emergency Medical Services

8. Ford Riverfront development project, 1971-72
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9. Grayhaven Marina, 1971-72

10.  Health Department
11.  Health Department; animal control
12-13. Health Department; Detroit-Wayne County Health Department merger
14.  Health Department; Herman Kiefer Hospital
Box 381972 (cont’d)

15.  Health Department; nursing homes

16. Health Department; venereal disease problem

17-19. Hospitals Department; Detroit General Hospital
Box 391972

1-3.  Housing Commission
Housing Commission; Ash-Humboldt-Myrtle rehabilitation project,

1970-72

5. Housing Commission; Blain Memorial Hospital and Elmwood Park
Project II, 1971-72

6. Housing Commission; relocation project

7. Housing Commission; Virginia Park Rehabilitation Project

8-11. HUD

12. Human Resources Development, Mayor’s Committee for

13.  Hunger and Malnutrition Task Force

14. Industrial and Commercial Development, Mayor’s Committee for

15-16. Invitations accepted

17.  Invitations declined
Box 401972

l. Invitations declined

2. Labor Relations Bureau

3. Labor Relations Bureau; police and fire wage arbitration, 1971-72

4. Labor unions and employee associations

5. Maybury Sanatorium, 1970-72

6-7. Mayor’s Office

8. Mental health services

9. Michigan, State of

10-11. Michigan State Legislature

12-14. Model Neighborhood Agency

15.  Model Neighborhood Agency; Alpha Transportation Program, 1971-72
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16. Model Neighborhood Agency; Community Learning Center
17.  Neighborhood youth centers, 1970-72
Box 411972

1-2.  Ordinances
Ordinances; Fair Neighborhood Practices

4. Ordinances; family care homes

5. Ordinances; gas station regulation
6-7.  Ordinances; pornography

8. Orleans Tower proposal

Box 411972 (cont’d)

9-11. Parks and Recreation Department

12.  Parks and Recreation Department; budget cutbacks
13. Permits

14. Petitions

15-17. Police Department

18. Police Department; Citizens Radio Patrols

19.  Police Department; STRESS

Box 421972
Pornography; Adult World Bookstore

. Public Lighting Commission
3-6.  Public Works Department

N —

7. Recycling

8. Research Park Urban Renewal Project

9. Residency requirement for city employees

10. Resolution, lettuce boycott

11. Resolution, social security system

12. Resolution, State Fairgrounds racing, 1971-72
13. Resolutions, Council

14. Resolutions, Ravitz

15.  Retirement System

16. SEMTA

17. Senior citizen housing guidelines, 1971-72

18. Social purpose taxation
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19. Stadium
20. Street Railways Department

Box 431972
1. Street Railways Department
2-4.  Streets and Traffic Department
5. Strip commercial development
6. Taxes

7. Tindal Education Fund, 1971-72

8. United States government

9. United States government; Title IV funds
10. Urban Corps

11-12. Urban Incentive Tax Credits

13.  Urban renewal

14.  Utility companies

15-17. Water Department

Box 441972

1. Wayburn Ave. annexation to Grosse Pointe Park
. Wayne, County of
3. Wayne County Jail

4. Youth programs, summer

5. Zoning Appeals Board
6. Zoning changes

1973

7. Affirmative action
8. Air pollution control
9. Assessors, Board of
10. Auditor General

11. Belle Isle
12. Bicentennial Commission, 1972-73
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13-14. Block clubs and community organizations

15. Block clubs and community organizations; Hubbard-Richard Community
Council

16.  Budget, 1973-74

17-20. Buildings and Safety Engineering Department

Box 451973
1 Cable TV project
2 C.B.D.A. and Chamber of Commerce
3. Child care/day care
4. Citizens’ Community Radio Patrols
5 Citizens’ District Councils
6 City Airport

7. City Clerk
8-9.  City Plan Commission

10.  Civic Center Commission
11.  Civil Service Commission
12-14. Community Development Commission
15. Community Relations, Commission on
16. Controller
17. Corporation Counsel
18 Correspondence, intra-Council
19-20. Correspondence, miscellaneous
21. Correspondence, personal
Box 461973

1-3.  Correspondence, personal
Courts
5. Crime control

Box 461973 (cont’d)

6. Data processing and information management services, 1971-73
7. DeHoCo

8. Detroit Building Authority

9. Detroit City Charter revision

10. Detroit Concert Band, 1971-73

11. Detroit Convention Bureau, 1972-73

12. Detroit Historical Commission

13. Detroit Institute of Arts, 1972-73

14.  Detroit Job Training Center for Women, 1971-73



15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24.
25.
26.

Box 471973
1.

3.

15-16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
Box 481973

1-2.
3.

Box 481973
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Detroit Plan

Detroit Public Library

Detroit Public Schools

Detroit Renaissance, 1972-73

Detroit Residential Manpower Center, 1971-73
Downtown parking, 1970-73

Drug abuse programs

Drug abuse programs; Parents Against Drugs
Drug Traffic, Ad Hoc Action Commission on

Eastown Theatre, 1972-73
Election Commission
Federal budget cuts

Fire Department
Flood control
Ford Riverfront development project

Health Department

Hospitals, 1972-73

Hospitals Department; Detroit General Hospital
Housing Commission

Housing Commission; Detroit Non-Profit Housing Corp.
Housing Commission; Herman Gardens, 1972-73
Housing Commission; Housing court

Housing Commission; public housing security, 1972-73
Housing Commission; Sheridan Place Project, 1972-73
HUD

Human Resources Development, Mayor’s Committee for
Hunger and Malnutrition Task Force

Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority, 1969-73

Invitations accepted

Invitations declined
Kern Block

(cont’d)
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4. Labor unions and employee associations

Mayor’s Office

Mental health services

Michigan State agencies

Michigan State Legislature

Model Neighborhood Agency

Model Neighborhood Agency; Forest Park, 1971-73

Model Neighborhood Agency; Jefferson-Chalmers Neighborhood
Development Program, 1971-73

12. Model Neighborhood Agency; Metropolitan Arts Complex, 1972-73
13. Model Neighborhood Agency; Peoples’ Area Development Corporation
14. Model Neighborhood Agency; Model Neighborhood Total Health Care
Program

mE oo NoaWm
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15. New Detroit, 1970-73
16. Orchestra Hall, 1970-73
Box 491973

Ordinances; Arts Council

Ordinances; architectural barriers

Ordinances; cabaret entertainers

Ordinances; gay rights

Ordinances; (housing construction) compatibility
Ordinances; lead-based paint

-8.  Ordinances; miscellaneous

9. Ordinances; pornography

10-14. Ordinances; pornography—Irving Theatre closure mail

TOoUNAEBD -

15. Ordinances; railroad crossings
16. Ordinances; truck litter
17. Ordinances; vehicle weight

18-19. Parks and Recreation Department
20. Peerless Cement plant, 1970-73
21. Permits

Box 501973

Petitions

. Piquette Armory site for community-based correctional facility
3-5.  Police Department

6. Police Department; civilian review board, 1972-73

N —
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7. Police Department; Police Reserves uniforms
8. Police Department; residency

9. Police Department; STRESS

10.  Police harassment, Council hearing on

11-12. Police-Community Relations Study Commission
13.  Public Lighting Commission
14-17. Public Works Department

Box 511973

Recycling
Resolutions, Council
Resolutions, Ravitz
Retirement System

b S

Senior citizen programs

Senior citizen programs; Davenport Cooperative Rehabilitation Project
Street Railways Department

-9.  Streets and Traffic Department

% N o w»

10. Taxes
11. Taxicabs, 1970-73
12-14. Thank you letters

15. United States government
16.  Urban homesteading
17.  Utility companies

18.  Water Department
Box 521973

Wayne, County of

Wayne County Juvenile Facility Network Program
Wayne State University

Welfare

Woodward East Project, 1969, 1972-73

Nk -

Youth Development Action Team grant
Youth programs, 1973

= o

8. Zoning Appeals Board
9. Zoo Commission, 1970-73

1982-1997



10-11.
12.
13.
14-22.
23-33.

Box 531982-1

1-31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
Box 541982-1

1.

2.

3.
4-6.

7.

8.
9-10.
11-14.
15-30.
31-46.
47.
48-49.
50.
51.

Box 551982-1

1-3.
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Casino gambling, 1982-97

City of Detroit Service Directory, 1993

Community Development Block Grant Program, 1983-94
Correspondence, Council (MJR outgoing), Jul 1982-97
Correspondence, miscellaneous, 1982-Sep 1990

997

Correspondence, miscellaneous, Oct 1990-1997

Dangerous buildings and demolition, 1988-97

Detroit City Council Award of Recognition, n.d., 1990, 1993
Detroit City Council Spirit of Detroit Award, n.d., 1988-94

Detroit City Council Testimonial Resolutions, 1985-97

“Detroit City Councilman Mel Ravitz Reports,” Dec 1982-Dec 1997
Detroit Institute of Arts, 1997

997

“Expected Orientations and Interests of Mayor and Council Members for
term beginning January 1, 1990” by MJR

Gun control, 1987-89

Lawsuits against police officers, 1990-97

Magnum Oil controversy, Jun 1982-Apr 1983

“Neighborhood Problem Solving and City of Detroit Services,” 1983
Nuisance abatement program, 1989-95

Purchasing contracts, 1994-97

Ravitz Council session activities, 1994-Jul 1997

Ravitz resolutions, 1982-97

Ravitz statements, 1982-97

Set-Aside Ordinance, 1982-85

Tiger Stadium, 1987-95

Ward system, 1985-93

Youth Alert project, 1991-May 1992

997

Youth Alert project, Jun 1992-Feb 1993



Box 55

6-8.

10.
11-13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23-34.
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Series 11
Political Campaigns, 1961-1997
Boxes 55-56

1961 Council campaign; correspondence and reports

1965 Council campaign; “Campaign in the City” film corres., 1966
1965 Council campaign; correspondence and reports

1965 Council campaign; publicity and endorsements

1969 Council campaign; clippings

1969 Council campaign; correspondence and reports

1981 Council campaign

1985 Council campaign

1989 Council campaign

1993 Council campaign; correspondence and reports

1993 Council campaign; endorsements

1993 Council campaign; Ravitz statements

Council campaign publicity, c. 1980s-1990s

Fundraiser invitations, 1985-1997

Progress Report Committee-sponsored Community Forum, Jun 1963
“Progress Report”/Progress Report Dinner, 1963-74

Mayoral campaign; clippings, 1972-73

Mayoral campaign; correspondence and reports, 1973
Mayoral campaign; speeches and statements, 1972-73
Wayne County Executive campaign, 1982



Box 56

Box 57

Box 58

Box 59

Box 60

7-8.
9-10.
11.
12-26.

1-25.

1-8.

10-11.
12-14.
15.

16-21.

2-13.
14.

15-16.
17.
18-19.
20.
21.
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Series 111
Community and Professional Organizations, 1961-1993
Boxes 56-66

ACLU of Michigan, 1962-68

ASPO National Planning Conference, 1971-72

Citizens for Better Care, 1972-73

Community Health Association, 1964-71

Comprehensive Health Planning Council of Southeastern Michigan
(Areawide Health Operating Committee), 1968-May 1970

Comprehensive Health Planning Council of Southeastern Michigan,
Jun 1970-Nov 1972

Comprehensive Health Planning Council of Southeastern Michigan,
Dec 1972-May 1973

Coordinating Council on Human Relations Research Committee, 1961
Detroit Adventure, Inc.

Detroit Board of Education Education Task Force, 1972-73

Detroit Symphony Orchestra, 1970-72

Detroit-Wayne County Community Mental Health (Services) Board,
1974-81

Metropolitan Affairs Corporation, 1984-91

Metropolitan Detroit Youth Foundation, 1967-73

Metropolitan Educational and Cultural Activities Association (MECA-A),
1967

Metropolitan Fund, 1970-73

Michigan Democratic Party Policy Committee, 1971-72

Michigan Ethnic Heritage Studies Center, 1982-90

Michigan Health Care Corporation (MHCC), 1990-92

MHCC; Aurora Corporation, 1986-93
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-6.

7.

8.

9.
Box 60(cont’

10-11.
12-20.
21.

Box 61

Box 62
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10-12.
13.

14.
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MHCC; Hospice of Southeastern Michigan, 1984-90
MHCC; Michigan Osteopathic Medical Center, 1984-87
Michigan League for Human Services, 1970-73
Michigan Municipal League Urban Affairs Committee, 1970
Michigan Partnership for Economic Development Assistance Project,
1988-90
Michigan State Association of Supervisors, 1967-68
Miscellaneous organizations, 1963-88
National Association of Regional Councils, 1970-72
d)

New Detroit, 1967-68
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG), 1965-73
SEMCOG, 1993

SEMCOG; Labor Mobility Steering Committee, 1990-91

Task Force Group, 1966-69

Toronto Study Group, 1966-71

Toronto Study Group, 1972, 1988

United Community Services Urban Adjustment Committee, 1962-63
United Health Organization, 1971-73

Urban Alliance, 1968-69

Wayne County Board of Supervisors, 1962-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Airport Committee, 1966-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; appointments, 1966-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Auditors, Board of, 1966-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; budget, 1967-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Building Authority, 1967-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Civil Service Commission, 1966-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Civil Service Sub-Committee,

1966-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; courts, 1966-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; courts—Friend of the Court, Special
Sub-Committee Re:, 1966-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; courts—Juvenile Court Committee,

1966-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Debt Payment, Special Committee

on, 1967-68
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15. Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Detroit Metropolitan Library
Project, 1967-68
16-18. Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Detroit-Wayne County Community
Mental Health Services Board, 1966-68
19.  Disposal of Surplus County-Owned Property, Technical Advisory
Committee on, 1967-68
20.  Wayne County Board of Supervisors; drains, 1967
21.  Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Economic Opportunity Committee
(OEO), 1966
Box 63
1-6.  Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Economic Opportunity Committee
(OEO), 1967-68
7. Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Economic Opportunity
Committee— jobs programs, 1967-68
8-11. Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Economic Opportunity
Committee— PRESCAD (Preschool, School Age, and Adolescent
Comprehensive Health Care Program), 1966-69
Box 63 (cont’d)
12. Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Emergency Overtime, Special
Committee on, 1967
13. Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Employee Duty Disability, Special
Committee on, 1967
14. Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Equalization, Committee on, 1966-
67
15.  Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Health and Hospitals Merger,
Special Committee Re:, 1966-67
16.  Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Health Committee, 1966-68
17-18. Wayne County Board of Supervisors; home rule, 1966
Box 64
1-2.  Wayne County Board of Supervisors; home rule, 1967-68
Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Human Relations, Select Committee
on, 1966-68
4. Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Inter-County Committee, 1966-68
5-6.  Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Labor Relations Board, 1966-68
7-8.  Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Legislative Committee, 1966-68
9. Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Millage Proposal, Special
Committee Re:, 1967-68
10.  Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Model Cities program for Wayne

Co., 1968
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13.
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17-18.

Box 65

1-2.

15-17.

18.

19.
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3-5.

6-8.

10-12.

13.
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Wayne County Board of Supervisors; National Assn. of Counties, 1967
Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Parks and Recreation Committee,
1967

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Planning and Capital Improvement
Program Committee, 1967-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Planning Commission, 1966-68
Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Port Committee, 1967-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Program Development and
Coordination, Office of, 1966-67

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Program Development and
Coordination, Office of, 1968

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Public Affairs Staff College, 1967
Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Public Officials Salary Study Sub-
Committee, 1968

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; reapportionment

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; REMIDY Project, 1967-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Retirement System, 1966-68
Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Road Commission, 1966-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Rumor Control Center, 1968
Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Salary Allocation Comm., 1967-68
Wayne County Board of Supervisors; SEMTA, 1967-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Sewage Disposal and Water Supply
Committee, 1967-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Sheriff and Medical Examiner
Committee, 1966-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Social Welfare Committee, 1966-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; taxes, 1967-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Wayne County General Hospital and
Infirmary Committee, 1966-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Wayne County Training School,

1966-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Wayne County Training School—

Child Development Center Citizens Review Committee, 1967-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Wayne State University Centennial

Symposia, 1966-67

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Ways and Means Committee,

1967-68

Wayne County Board of Supervisors; Wayne County Coordinating

Committee on Crime Control and Prevention, 1969-70
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14. Wayne State University Sociology Alumni Association, 1988-90
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16.

17.

18.

19.
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22.

Policy,

23.

1958/3

24.
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
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Series IV
Speeches and Writings,
Biographical Background and Publicity, 1943-1997
Boxes 66-70

Article; “The Aged in American Society” in Journal of Home Economics,
Jun 1960

Article; “The American Metroplex: Some Characteristics and Problems:
1959” in Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, Fall 1959

Article; “Block That Blight!” in Adult Leadership, May 1956

Article; “The Church’s Stake in Conserving Communities” in The City
Church, May-Jun 1961
Article; “The Cities: A National Perspective—Past, Present, and Future”

Biosciences Communications, 1977/4

Article; “Cities Are Changing” in Educational Leadership, Oct 1967
Article; “Community Development” in Journal of the Community
Development Society, 1982/1

Article; “Community Development: Salvation or Suicide?” in Social

Fall 1988
Article; “The Culture Concept and Urban Design” in City Planning,

Article; “Detroit Social Workers Mobilize Citizen Aid for Urban
(with Adelaide Dinwoodie) in Journal of Housing, Jul 1956

Article; “Education and Multi-Problem Neighborhoods” (with S. Joseph
Fauman) in Journal of Intergroup Relations, Summer 1962

Article; “Education: Its Aims and Ends” in The Contemporary (published
and edited by MJR), Winter 1946

Article; “The Educational Horizons of the New Resident” in New City,
Dec 1962

Article; “The Ethics of Politics” in Biosciences Communications, 1978/4

Article; “False Promises: Tax Abatements as Business Incentives” (with
Richard Robinson) in City Limits, Aug/Sep 1987
Article; “A Federation of Local Governments” in COG Camera, Jun 1970
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31. Article; “The Future of Urban America” in The Community School and Its
Administration, May 1971
32.  Article; “The Implications of Changing Employment Patterns” in Adult
Leadership, Jan 1963
Box 67
1. Article; “Integration of Nurses: A Latent Function of Hospital
Discrimination” in Phylon, 1955/3
2. Article; “A Jewish Peer Group” (with Murray Seidler) in American
Journal of Sociology, Jul 1955
Box 67 (cont’d)
3. Article; “Lafayette Park: New Residents in the Core City” (with
Eleanor Wolf) in Journal of the American Institute of Planners, Aug 1964
4. Article; “The New Ivory Tower” in Explore, Aug 1968
5. Article; “New York Is a Cul-de-Sac” in Detroit Magazine, Jul 1946
6. Article; “Occupational Values and Occupational Selection” in Nursing
Research, Jun 1957
7. Article; “Perils of Planning as an Executive Function” in APA Journal,
Spring 1988
8. Article; “Race and Housing” in Concern, Apr 1963
9. Article; “Race Relations in Detroit” in Concern, Jun 1962
10.  Article; “Race Relations in Private Housing” in Journal of Social Issues,
1957/4
11.  Article; “Re-Evaluating Urban Renewal” in The City Church, May-Jun
1959
12. Article; “The Role of the Aged in American Society” in Industrial Nurses
Journal, Jun 1960
13. Article; “A Sociological View of Drug Use and Abuse” in Drug Addiction
and Habituation, 1968
14.  Article; “The Sociologist as a Participant in Urban Planning” in Journal of
the American Institute of Planners, 1954
15.  Aurticle; “The Sociologist as a Policy Maker in the Planning Process” in
[WSU] Graduate Comment, Jun 1963
16.  Article; “A Sociologist Suggest How His Profession Can Help in Renewal

Job” in Journal of Housing, Jan 1962
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17. Article; “Some Socio-Demographic Considerations in Settlement House
Relocation” in Journal of Educational Sociology, Apr 1956
18.  Article; “The Southeast Michigan Council of Governments” in The Spirit
of 76, 1969
19.  Article; “10 Ways to Help in Urban Renewal” in National Lutheran,
May-Jun 1958
20.  Article; “Uneven School Progress in Detroit” in Integrated Education, Jun
1963
21. Article; “The University in Urbanized Industrialized Society” in [WSU]
Graduate Comment, Apr 1964
22. Article; “Urban Renewal and the Changing Pattern of the City” in Alpha
Kappa Deltan: A Sociological Journal, Winter 1958
23.  Article; “Urban Renewal Faces Critical Roadblocks” in Journal of the
American Institute of Planners, 1955
24.  Article; “Urban Sociology” in Contemporary Sociology, 1958
25.  Atticle; “Use of the Attitude Survey in Neighborhood Planning” in
Journal of the American Institute of Planners, 1957/4
26.  Article; “Violence and the Social Order” in Understanding and
Responding to Violence in Young Children [WSU Center for Teaching
About Peace and War], 1976
Box 67 (cont’d)
27. Article; “Wayne County 1967: Winds of Change” in American County
Government, Jun 1967
28.  Article; “Wayne State University Summer Workshop in Human Relations”
in Journal of Intergroup Relations, Sep 1958
29.  Atticle; “Whither the University?” in Adult Leadership, Nov 1968
30.  Article; “Who Really Cares about Children?” in Michigan Association of
Children’s Agencies Occasional Reports, 1979
31. Articles, newspaper, authored by MJR, 1966-97
32. Articles, newspaper, authored by MJR; Detroit Collegian, 1944-45
33. Biographical background
34, Correspondence, n.d., 1943-44
35. Correspondence, 1945-47
36. Correspondence, 1956, 1959, 1961
37. Interviews, 1970, 1993, 1997
38.  Interviews with Todd Shaw on low-income housing in Detroit, 1994
39.  Journal entries, Feb 1942-Apr 1947
40. Lectures, 1960s-1970s
41. Letter to President Nixon re his acceptance speech, 28 Aug 1972
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42. Letters to the Editor, 1947, 1961-62, 1964-65

43-44. Letters to the Editor, 1969-73

45-48. Letters to the Editor, 1984-97

49-60. Newspaper clippings re MJR, 1955-73

61.  Newspaper clippings re MJR, 1982-97

62.  Newspaper clippings re MJR; Detroit Collegian, 1944

63. Papers/speeches; Central High School, 1939-42
64. Papers/speeches; children and families, 1964-79
65. Papers/speeches; the church, 1956-68

66. Papers/speeches; commencement addresses, 1959-68

Box 68
1. Papers/speeches; community organization, 1960-91
2. Papers/speeches; community speaking engagements, 1970
3-21. Papers/speeches; community speaking engagements, 1981-96
22.  Papers/speeches; crime/police-community relations, 1960-72

23-25. Papers/speeches; Detroit: problems and prospects, 1956-90
26.  Papers/speeches; economy/employment, 1962-82
27-28. Papers/speeches; education/schools, 1958-67

Box 69
1. Papers/speeches; education/schools, 1968-76
2-4.  Papers/speeches; health care/mental health services, 1966-81
5. Papers/speeches; housing, 1959-72
6. Papers/speeches; inaugural remarks, 1966, 1967, 1970
7. Papers/speeches; miscellaneous, 1960-91
8. Papers/speeches; neighborhood conservation, 1956-86
9-10. Papers/speeches; planning, 1955-91
Box 69(cont’d)

11-12. Papers/speeches; politics/government, 1960-94, 2001
13. Papers/speeches; poverty, 1964-90

14-15. Papers/speeches; race relations/civil rights, 1958-77
16-17. Papers/speeches; regionalism/suburbs, 1962-82

18. Papers/speeches; SEMCOG, 1967-71

19.  Papers/speeches; urban change, 1957-65

20.  Papers/speeches; urban problems, 1962-69

Box 70

1. Papers/speeches; urban problems, 1970-92



1972,

6.
7.

8-9.

Mel Ravitz Collection
-55-

Papers/speeches; urban renewal, 1956-67
Papers/speeches; Wayne State University and New School for Social
Research, n.d.

Public testimony/statements; Blue Cross-Blue Shield rate increases,

29 Jun 1970

Public testimony/statements; gas tax revenue for mass transit, 21 Aug
14 Sep 1972

Public testimony/statements; miscellaneous, 1960-75

Public testimony/statements; reorganization of mental health services in
Michigan, 16 Sep 1970

Radio scripts; “An Experiment in Poetry” [WJLB/WLOU], 1945

10-17. Radio scripts; WIR, 1974-81
18-19. Welcomes, introductions, short remarks, 1960-73
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Series V

Publications, 1939-1978
Boxes 70-73

Box 70
20. “A Comprehensive Plan for Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice for
Wayne County,” 1969
21. “Death of a Newspaper: The Story of the Detroit Times,” 1963
22.  “Detroit: The New City,” 1966
23. “Detroit in Perspective: A New Era of Development,” 1965
24. “Feasibility Study on the Creation of a Research Center in the Detroit
Region,” 1965
25.  “Feasibility Survey: Wholesale Food Distribution Center, Fort Street Area,
Detroit, Michigan,” 1963
26. “Housing and Population Characteristics in the City of Detroit, the
Suburbs and in the Metropolitan Area 1960-1970,” 1972
Box 71
1. “Planning for Tomorrow and Today” [Wayne County Planning
Commission], 1969
2. “Port of Detroit Riverfront Study,” 1963
3. “Regional New Towns” [preliminary draft], Apr 1970
4. “Regional New Towns,” May 1970
5. “The Regionalist Papers,” 1978
6-12. Detroit Scope Magazine, Apr-Dec 1968
13.  Detroit Scope Magazine, May 1969
14. “Selected Household Characteristics of Subcommunities of Detroit,” 1965
15. “Toward a General Understanding of the Conversion Process from Rural
to Urban Land, with Special Emphasis on the Detroit Area,” 1972
16-17. “Urban Crime and Urban Planning: A Pilot Study” [Wayne County
Planning Commission—2 vols.], 1969
18. “Urban Renewal in the City of Detroit,” 1965
Box 72 (oversized)
1. Certificates and awards, 1959-96
2. “Detroit 1971—A Panorama of Progress”
3. “XX Olympiad 1972—Detroit’s Reply”
4. And on the Eighth Day [Series of Essays and Tableaux on Planner and
Planning by Richard Hedman and Fred Bair, Jr.], 1961
5. Beyond the Difference [a New Detroit assessment], Nov 1969
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6-9.  “City of Detroit Budget Estimates: Mayor’s Revision,” 1970-71—1973-74
Box 73 (oversized)

The Central Student [Central High School, Detroit, Michigan], Feb 1939-Jun
1942



