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Abstract

Dr. William Wakefield McKee was with the Merrill-Palmer Institute for 30 years in a
variety of roles. He began as a faculty member in 1953, became Vice-President in 1957
and served as Acting-President during the 1973-73 school year, eventually retiring in
1983. McKee received his B. A. from the University of North Carolina, his B. D. from
Yale Divinity School, a S. T. M. from Union Theological Seminary, NY, and his Ph. D.
from Yale. Prior to coming to Merrill-Palmer he worked for the YMCA, the American
Friends Service Commission, and the Edward W. Hagen Foundation. In addition to his
work at the institute McKee was also active on many Detroit area boards of directors and
trustees including the Highland Park School District, Girl Scouts of Metropolitan Detroit,
Homemaker Service of Detroit, and Michigan Adult Education.

The collection covers his years at Merrill-Palmer and highlights his flexibility to work for
four different presidents, each with their own visions for the institute. It documents his
teaching and advising duties of both graduate and undergraduate students, his work on
various institute committees and boards, his responsibilities as Chairman of the Teaching
Area of the institute as well as his administrative duties as Vice-President.

Important Subjects:

Child Therapy

Community education— United States
Community service

Day care

Education— United States

Emotions in children—Study and teaching
Family services—United States

Higher Education and state— United States
Home Economics—Study and teaching
Homemakers — United States

Human potential movement— Study and teaching
Preschool education

Teacher training

Urban youth—Education—United States
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Grams, Armin

Haupt, Dorothy

Knapp, Pauline Park Wilson
Moustakas, Clark

Palugi, Jean

Perry, Cereta

Rioux, J. William
Rodman, Hy
Rutledge, Aaron
Southard, Anita
Usdan, Michael



Arrangement
The collection is arranged into 3 series.

Series I. Administrative Files (Boxes 1-17)

Series II. Research and Projects (Boxes 18-20)

Series II1. Organizations and Affiliates (Boxes 20-24)

Folders in each series are simply listed by their location within each box. They are not
arranged, so any given subject may be dispersed throughout several boxes within each

series.

Series 1
Box 1

Administrative Council, 1957-70

Alumni, 1956-70

Area Chairman, 1960-70

Board Committees, 1967-68

Board of Trustees and Corporation, 1961-72
Catalog, 1964-70

Counseling Training, 1958-68

Courses, 1954-68

Class Schedules, Course Lists, Applications, 1953-61
Development Program, 1968-71

Educational Television, 1963

Faculty, 1960-70

Faculty Appointments, 1955-70

Faculty Job Descriptions, 1961-69

Faculty Meetings, 1960-70

Faculty Leaves, 1962-70

Foreign Students, 1960-70

Historical Review of Merrill-Palmer’s Aims and Purposes
Merrill-Palmer Lecture Series Presentations, 1961
Merrill-Palmer General, 1960-70

Merrill-Palmer Publications

Merrill-Palmer 40" Anniversary Conference Participants, 1960
Merrill-Palmer 40™ Anniversary, 1960

Proposals and Projects, 1962-64

Resident Scholar Award, 1959-68

Sex Education, 1968-69

Students, 1958-70

Student References, 1954-70

McKee Students, 1958-69

Student Housing, 1961-70

Student Affairs Committee, 1950-70

Student Affairs Employment Committee, 1961-70

Students; Undergraduate Program, General, 1959-69

Students; Undergraduate Programs Materials, 1964-69
Students; Undergraduate Curriculum and Class Schedules, 1962-70



American Association of University Women (AAUW), 1963-65

Development Program

DNA Training Kits, 1964-65
Graduate Program, 1963

New President Search, 1967
Publicity Committee, 1957-67
Research Chairman Search, 1969
Student Affairs Employment Committee, 1958-67
Summer Program, 1965-68
Undergraduate Courses, 1966
Visitors, 1961-67

Visitors, 1966-70

Youth Counseling Seminar, 1965
Teaching Department, 1953-56
McKee Advisees, 1954-55
Undergraduate Advisors, 1954-56
Students, 1953-56

Graduate Students, 1952-56

Problem Seminar, Undergraduate Core Course, 1952-53

Undergraduate Core Course, 1953-54
Undergraduate Core Courses, 1956-59
Undergraduate Core Course, 1955-56
Skillman Building Working Data

Undergraduate Core Courses, 1954-56
Core Course Readings

Knowledge Utilization Center
Learning Clinic

Historical Library

Institute Memberships, 1966-70
Inter-Institutional Relationships, 1954-61
Lectures and Speakers, 1966-70
Merrill-Palmer General, 1967-70
Merrill-Palmer Lecture Series, 1959-70
Merrill-Palmer Library, 1954-70
Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, 1959-70
Merrill-Palmer Student Teach-In, 1970
Orientation, 1960-70

Policies and Procedures, 1957-70
Publications, 1957-70

Parking, 1961-70

Publication Reprints, 1961-69
Requests for Service, 1962-69
Secretarial Staff, 1960-70

Speaker’s Bureau, 1961-68

Staff Travel, 1956-70

Area Meetings, 1967-68

Adult Counseling Seminar, 1968
Laboratories, Teaching, 1956-70

Staff Directory and Telephone Guide, 1970-73



1 Admissions, 1963-70

2 Admissions Committee, 1960-70

3 Academic Advisors, 1958-70

4, McKee Advisees, 1957-70

5. Business and Industry, 1957-68

6-7 Curriculum Committee, 1956-69

8 Catalog of Transparencies in Human Growth and Development, 1962

9. Community Dynamics, 1958-63

10.  Detroit Schools Training Program, 1965-66

11. Dietetic Interns, 1957-70

12. Directed Study, 1968-70

13. Extension Courses, 1956-70

14.  U.S. Department of Agriculture; Extension Workshop in Urban Families,
1966-68

15. Early Childhood Education, 1962-69

16. Graduate General Seminars, 1959-67

17-18 Graduate Program, 1962-70

19. Human Development Course, 1959-68

20.  Individual Study, 1962-68

21. Inter-Institutional Seminar in Child Development, 1962-69

22.  Leadership Development Trainees, Ford Foundation, 1968-69

23.  Teaching Paraprofessionals, 1967-68

Box 6
1. Merrill-Palmer Quarterly Table of Contents, 1954-73
2. Area Meetings, 1953-69
3. Advisory Service and Committee, 1956-66
4. Course Descriptions, 1962-68
5. Counseling Service, 1956-70
6. Coordinator of Admissions to Services Report of Intake, 1958-70
7. Community Agencies, 1964-70
8. Community Projects Committee, 1958-69
9 Infant Service, 1954-67

Community Services Policies, 1956-68

Preschool, 1953-70

School Age Children, 1951-68

Skillman Center, 1968-70

Therapeutic Preschool Project, 1960-69

Total Action Agency Against Poverty (TAP), 1964-67
Alumni, 1970-71

Board of Trustees and Corporation, 1970-71

Catalog, 1971

Comprehensive Child Development Act, Senators Bayn and Mondale, 1971
Faculty, 1970-71

DO b= = et et et e ek ek ke
PO AELVN—O

21.  Family and Society Conference, 1971

22.  Fellowships, 1970-71

23. Merrill-Palmer General, 1970-71

24. Déja Vu, Merrill-Palmer Student Newsletter, 1970-71
25. Placements, 1970-71

26. Polices and Procedures, 1971

27.  Requests for Financial Aid

28. Study Inquiries, 1971

29.  Transportation, 1971



30.
31.
32.
33.

35.
36.
37.
38.

Box 7

OO N L L

DO b= b et e et e ek ek ke
PO NRAWND—O

B N B N 1 1
SNk

2728

W N
S8

31.
32-33
34.
35.

37.
38.
39.

Box 8§

Visitors, 1971

Alumni, 1972

Board of Trustees and Corporation, 1972
Business Office, 1972

Catalog and Calendar, 1972

Faculty, 1972

Merrill-Palmer General, 1972

Policies and Procedures, 1972
Placement Inquiries, 1972

Requests for Financial Aid, 1972

Sex and Family Life Education Program Requests, 1972

Space Facility Requests, 1972

Study Inquiries, 1972

Vehicles, 1972

Visitors, 1972

Workshops, 1972

Memos, 1967-72

Directory of Merrill-Palmer Trustees, Corporation Members and Associates,
1968-72

Clarice Rioux/Annona Ferguson Manuscript, 1973

Alumni, 1973

Business Office, 1973

Drugs, 1971-73

Faculty, 1973

Merrill-Palmer General, 1973

Publications, 1973

Personnel Practices Code Revision Committee, 1973
Prospective Personnel, 1973

Program Units, 1971-73

Program Unit I: Enhancing Human Potential in Young Children and Their
Families, 1970-73

Program Unit II: Social Change and the Urban Family, 1970-73
Program Unit III: Child — Family — Neighborhood, 1970-73
Program Unit IV: The Effective Young Child and His Family, 1970-73
Program Units V and VI, 1970-73

Study Inquiries, 1973

Class Schedule, 1971-73

Admissions Committee, 1970-73

Academic Affairs Committee, 1972-73

Merrill-Palmer General, 1971-72

Students, 1971-74

Student Affairs, 1971-72

Winter Quarter, 1972

Credit for Community Associates, Unit II, 1971-72

Summer Program, 1971-72

Academic Affairs Committee, 1974

Courses, 1973-74

Program Units, 1974

Faculty, 1973-74
Merrill-Palmer General, 1974



Teaching Briefing Papers, 1967-68

Summer Program, 1973-74

Students, 1973-75

Secretarial Staff, 1973-74

Undergraduate Enrollment, 1959-66
Prospective Personnel, 1964-65

Alumni, 1974

Merrill-Palmer Catalog, 1974-75

Academic Catalog Preparations

Merrill-Palmer Information Brochure

Bland-Driggs Booklet

Student Handbook, 1974-75

Rollo May Book, 1974

Rollo May and Billingsley Lectures

Merrill-Palmer News

Merrill-Palmer News, 1973

Merrill-Palmer News, 1974

Merrill-Palmer News, 1975

Merrill-Palmer General, 1974-75

Merrill-Palmer Quarterly

Merrill-Palmer Quarterly Correspondence

Merrill-Palmer Quarterly Editors
Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, 1975

Administrative Committee, 1975-77
Academic Affairs Committee

Class Schedule, 1975-77
Conferences and Workshops, 1975-77
Corporation Meetings, 1977-78
Enhancing Human Potential, 1975-77
Faculty Study Subcommittee, 1968-69
Faculty, 1976-78

Merrill-Palmer General, 1975-77
Merrill-Palmer Trustees, 1977

New Program Proposal, 1975-77
Parent-Child Day Care, 1975-77
Programs, 1976-77

Student Activities, 1976-77

Student Enrollment, 1971-77

Staff, 1975-77

Office Staff, 1976-77
Administration, 1975-76

Business Office, 1975-76
Conferences, 1975-76

Consortium — State, 1975-77
Development, 1975-78

Rentals, 1975-78

Space, Offices, Buildings, 1978
Visitors, 1975-78

Trustees and Corporation Board Members Directory, 1977-79

Newspaper Clippings



15-16
17.
18.
19.
20.
21-22

Box 11
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Box 12

Merrill-Palmer General, 1970-78
Merrill-Palmer General, 1969-79
Merrill-Palmer News, 1961-76

Merrill-Palmer Quarterly and Catalog, 1972-79
Merrill-Palmer Publications

Area Chairman

Merrill-Palmer Handbook, 1950-54

Ford Foundation Request, 1955

Policies and Procedures

Personnel Policies Code

Trustees and Corporation Members Directory and Schedule of Meetings and
Committee Assignments, 1976-77

Teaching, 1952-70

Merrill-Palmer Master’s Program, 1977
Students, 1957-67

Student Council Minutes, 1959-64

Student Enrollment, 1953-69

Student Reactionnaires, 1954-56

Student Reactionnaires, 1957-58, 1* Quarter, 1* Semester
Student Reactionnaires, 1957-58, 2™ Semester, 3" Quarter, Graduate Students
Psychology and Family Relations Resources

College Visits, 1972-73

Community Requests, 1972-73

Recruiting, 1972-73

Admissions, 1972-74

Task Force on Structure and Purposes, Report to President, 1973
Merrill-Palmer Committees, 1969-70

Summer Planning, 1972-73

Student Study Programs

Finances, 1975-76

Administrative

Student Affairs, 1972-73

Student Representatives, 1972-73

Alumni, 1966-68

Graduate Degree, 1972-73

Administrative Staff, 1972-73

Master’s Degree Program, 1976-78

Merrill-Palmer Archive Material

Recognition Fund, 1956-74

Program Areas, 1959-66

Merrill-Palmer General, 1966-76

Preschool Services, 1956-58

Radio Series, 1953-58

Publicity, 1957-59

Meeting Minutes, 1966-67

Trustee and Corporation Members Meetings, 1973-74

Trustees and Corporation Members Meetings, 1974-75
Trustees and Corporation Members Meetings, 1975-76
Merrill-Palmer Guests, 1962-65



Budget, 1973-74

Student Affairs, 1973-74
Administration, 1972-74

. Faculty Meetings, 1973-74
11.  Fall, 1973

12. Summer, 1974

13.  Program Units, 1973-74
14. Personnel, 1972-74

15.  Unitl, 1972-73

16.  Unitll, 1972-73

17.  UnitIIl, 1972-73

18-19 UnitlV, 1972-73

20. Units V and VI, 1972-73
21. 1973-74 Catalog Preparation
22. Summer Program, 1973

1-2 Trustees, 1974-75

3-4  Development Committee

5. Resources

6. Infant Conference, 1974

7-8 American Association of Land Grant Colleges and State Universities,
Centennial Convocation, 1961

9. Administrators Conference, 1970

10. Administrators Conference, 1972

11. Merrill-Palmer Conferences, 1973-76

12. National Conference of Christians and Jews

13-20 Working Conference on Child-Parent Relations, July 14-26, 1957

21.  National Consultative Conference on Religion and the State University,
University of Michigan, November 16-19, 1958

22.  National Consultative Conference on Religion and the State University,

Preparations

Box 14

National Consultative Conference; Discussion Leaders

Exit: Malnutrition? Interagency Conference, 1971

Infant Development Conference, 1971

Administrators Conference, 1972

Groves Conference, 1972

Infant Development Conference, 1972

Infant Development Conference, 1973

Infant Development Conference, 1974

American Council on Education Meeting, 45™ Annual Meeting, 1962

American Council on Education Meeting, 46™ Annual Meeting, 1963

American Council on Education Meeting, 47™ Annual Meeting, 1964

American Council on Education Meeting, 48™ Annual Meeting, 1965

American Council on Education Meeting, 49™ Annual Meeting, 1966

17™ National Conference on Higher Education, 1962

. 19" National Conference on Higher Education, 1964

16-18 20™ National Conference on Higher Education, 1965

19-21 21* National Conference on Higher Education, 1966

22-24 22" National Conference on Higher Education, 1967

25.  National Association of State Universities and Land Grant Colleges Annual
Conventions, 1962-66
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12.
13-14
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Box 1
-2
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Idea Conference, 1955-57
Border City Conferences, Summary Reports
Administrators Conferences, 1961-69

Administrators Conferences, 1964-71

Administrators Conference, 1974

American Association for Higher Education; 23" National Conference Papers,
1968

American Association for Higher Education, 24™ Conference, 1969
Family and Society Conference, 1963-69

Groves Conference, 1970

White House Conference on Children and Youth, 1970

Family Life Conference, 1962-68

Infant Development Conference, 1964-71

Infant Development Conference, 1957-61

Infant Development Conference, Presentations, 1957-61

Detroit Foster Homes Conference, 1964-66

Outside Conferences, 1965-70

Administrators Conference, 1970-71

College Visits, 1964-67

College Inquiries, 1957-65

McKee Notes

McKee Notes, 1971-74

McKee Personal

McKee Personal, 1956-70

McKee Personal, 1968-69

McKee Personal, 1964-71

McKee Personal, 1960-70

McKee Personal, 1970-74

McKee Personal, 1972-77

McKee Personal, Religion, 1967-68
Speaking Engagements, 1956-68

McKee Teaching

African American History Week Committee
McKee Travel

Plans for Celebration of Dr. Knapp’s Fifth Year as Director of Merrill-Palmer,
1956-57

Correspondence, 1955-68
Correspondence, 1970
Correspondence, 1971
Correspondence, 1972
Correspondence, 1973
Presidential Selection Correspondence, 1973
General Correspondence, 1974
Selection of President, 1968
Selection of President, 1973-74
Counseling Girls and Women

McKee Research and Resources
McKee Resources

10



25.
26-27
28-29

Series 11
Box 18

Office of Statistical Information and Research
Newspaper Clippings

Higher Education and National Affairs

The Church Newscaster

The Detroit Focus

Rights, ADL Reports on Social, Employment, Educational and Housing
Discrimination

Topics, Adult Education Association of Michigan
N.A.I. R. O., Personal

Hazen Foundation, Personal

Christian Action, Personal

Newsletters

Newsletters, 1961-67

Human Development and Human Relations, 1954

Highland Park Project; Districts

Highland Park Project; Health

Highland Park Project; Recreation

Highland Park Project; Education I

Highland Park Project; Junior High School Study, 1960

Office of Economic Opportunity

Hoffman Project I Research

DNA Research; Bonnie Wolfram

Northwood Institute; Report to Michigan Commission on College
Accreditation, 1964

Papers

Ferry Fund Annual Report, 1972-73

“Is My Child Normal Doctor?” 1952

“To Whom Shall I Tell My Sorrow?”” A Study of Grief, Michelle Uhler, 1978
Merrill-Palmer Institute Philosophy and Structure of Program Administration,
1961

Merrill-Palmer Status Study Report, 1976

“A Study of the Application of Piaget’s Theory to Education Practice,” Peter
Mangione, 1974

America In Crisis

“Looking Glass for Americans,” Study of the Foreign Students at the
University of Pennsylvania

Neighborhood Cohesion in a Transitional Urban Area

Research Projects

Program Plan, Summer Seminar, 1952
Summer Seminar, 1953

Summer Seminar, 1954

Summer Seminar, 1955

Summer Seminar, 1956

Summer Seminar, 1960

Summer Seminar Reports, 1954-59
American Association of University Women, Summer Seminar, 1953-57
Foreign Visitors. Summer Seminar, 1953-55
Publicity, Summer Seminar, 1954

Staff, Summer Seminar, 1953

11



16.
17.
18.
19.

21.
22.

Box 2
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11-12

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18-19
20.
21.
22.

Series IT1
23-24

Box 21
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12-14
15-17
18.
19.
20.

Box 2
-3

Summer Seminar, Student Correspondence and Newsletter, 1953
Summer Seminar, Student Correspondence and Newsletter, 1954
Summer Program, 1968

Summer Program, International Students. 1955-56

“Techniques and Processes in Moral Development,” Progress Report
Community Research

Detroit Foster Home Project Research, 1963-67

Merrill-Palmer Training Institute, “Teaching About Human Sexuality,” 1969
“Teaching About Human Sexuality” Proposals

“Teaching About Human Sexuality” Program and Planning

“Teaching About Human Sexuality” Correspondence

“Teaching About Human Sexuality” Project, 1968-70

“Teaching About Human Sexuality” Project, 1970-71

“Teaching About Human Sexuality” Project, 1972

“Teaching About Human Sexuality” Project, 1973

Report of Advisory Committee on Sex Education

Department of Health, Education and Welfare; Trainers of Teacher Trainers
Program, 1969

Articles on Sex Education

Sex Education Newspaper Clippings

Opposition to Sex Education

An Adults Guide to Sex Education, by Armin Grams

Sex Information and Education Council of the U. S. (SIECUS)

Sex Education Resources

Evaluations Research Project, Kerchoff, 1955-60

Family and Society Program, 1958-65

Research Projects

Organizations, 1955-65

Organizations, 1969-70

American Home Economics Association, 1968-69
Association of Administrators of Home Economics, 1967-70
East-West Center

Detroit Industrial Mission

Yale University

Columbia

Institute of International Education

Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Office of Education
United Community Services, 1965-67

Homemaker Service of Metropolitan Detroit, 1964-68

Girl Scouts of Metro Detroit, 1966-68

Girl Scouts; Knapsack Newsletter

Girl Scouts; Neighborhood Information Packet

Model Cities Task Force

Girl Scouts of Metro Detroit; Board Minutes, 1966-68
Committee on Institutional Cooperation
Michigan Department of Education

12



Region

Fair Employment Practices Commission

Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG)
SEMCOG General Assembly Meetings, 1968

SEMCOG General Assembly Meetings, 1969

League of Women Voters in Michigan

Adult Education Association of Michigan

National Association of Intergroup Relations Officials (NAIRO)
Michigan Adult Education Association

American Friends Service Committee

American Council on Education, 1955-70

Adult Education Association of America and Michigan, 1958-69
Adult Education Association of Metro Detroit, 1957-67
Balch School, 1969-70

The Bridge, 1968

Credit Counseling Centers, 1967-70

Commission on Human Relations, 1962-67

Citizen’s Advisory Committee of Detroit, 1963-64
Detroit Industrial Mission, 1960-68

Detroit Round Table, 1960-69

Friends School, 1961-68

Girl Scouts of Metro Detroit, 1968-70

Homemaker Service of Metro Detroit, 1965-70
Institute of International Education, 1965-70

Land Grant, 1960-67

Metro Detroit Great Decisions Program, 1962-65
Michigan Association of Higher Education, 1958-69
Michigan Council on Family Relations, 1960-69

Michigan Academy of Science, Arts and Letters, T. Overmire, 1970

Michigan Credit Union League, 1957-70

Michigan Department of Education

Medico, 1* Team, 1958

North Central Association of Universities and Schools
Southern Regional Education Board, 1971-72
Cooperating Colleges

TIAA Cref

Educational Task Force, 1974

Michigan State University

Independent Colleges and Universities

Michigan Council on Human Services Education, 1975-78
Community Agencies, 1975-76

Michigan Public Libraries

Michigan Commission on College Accreditation
Organizations, 1973-74

Community Agencies, 1973-74

Organizations, 1972

Detroit Organizations, 1972

Michigan Organizations, 1972

Community Agencies, 1972

Skillman Center, 1971-72
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26.
217.
28.
29.

31.
32.

U, S. Government Agencies, 1971

State of Michigan Government Agencies, 1970-71

Organizations, 1962-70

Academy of Religion and Mental Health, 1960-68
American Association of Higher Education (AAHE), 1953-69

Foundations, 1961-67
The Grant Foundation, 1960-68
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